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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Sunday Mail Adelaide (page 1) reports the Health Department is considering tighter
restrictions on salicylic acid in cosmetic products following concerns about burns and
irreversible eye damage. The proposed changes follow an AICIS assessment, with the TGA
also recording hundreds of adverse event reports involving the ingredient.

The Sunday Mail Brisbane (page 1) reports more than 10,800 nurses have left Queensland
hospitals over the past five years, with the Queensland Nurses and Midwives’ Union warning
staffing shortages are increasing workloads and putting patients at risk.

The Sunday Telegraph (page 6) reports an AI system that detected high-risk sepsis cases 90
minutes faster than traditional triage methods will be rolled out across five Western Sydney
hospital emergency departments.

The Sunday Mail Brisbane (page 6) reports Queensland Health failed to spend $1.4 billion
allocated for hospital infrastructure last financial year, including funding for maintenance and
additional bed capacity.

The Sunday Tasmanian (page 7) reports four in five patients at Royal Hobart Hospital’s
emergency department were not treated within recommended time frames last week, with
almost 90 per cent of patients with potentially life-threatening conditions not seen on time.
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The Sunday Age (page 8) reports new standards for women experiencing pain will be released
in Victoria after an inquiry involving more than 13,000 submissions found widespread delayed
diagnoses and women being dismissed by health professionals.

ABC Online reports South Australia spent $123.7 million last financial year caring for patients
awaiting aged care beds, with almost 500 currently stranded in hospital. Health Minister Mark
Butler acknowledged rising demand and said the Commonwealth was working with the state to
increase aged care supply.

 

MINISTER BUTLER

New PBS listing cuts cost of life-extending MND drug
Sun Herald, General News, 13/09/2026, Emily Kaine, Page 2

Over the past four decades, Nicole Lynch has watched motor neurone disease strip her family
members of their agency and rob years from their lives. [...] ''MND is a heartbreaking, insidious disease
that Australians are all too familiar with,'' Health Minister Mark Butler said on Friday.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Conflicting tobacco stats raise concerns
Kalgoorlie Miner, General News, 12/09/2026, Page 11

Labor has been accused of cherry-picking data to justify its approach to illicit tobacco, while ignoring
conflicting evidence showing an increase in nicotine consumption. [...] Federal Health Minister Mark
Butler said the AIHW survey was "universally recognised as the authoritative source" for smoking
trends, showing that daily adult smoking rates had dropped to the lowest level ever at 5.8 per cent, in a
press conference in July.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Shearer honours Kangaroo Island mate Simon “Dippa” Wheaton lost to
suicide with epic 17,000km tricycle journey
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 12/09/2026, Paul Ashenden

Lenny Deacon has spent more than 18 months pedalling a recumbent tricycle around Australia in
honour of a great mate who took his own life five years ago. [...] Deacon is adding a 117 km ride from
Cooma to Canberra to the event, after missing that section during his journey so he could attend a
meeting with federal Health Minister Mark Butler.

Also reported by: Adelaide Now (Online), Herald Sun (Online), The Mercury (Online), The Courier Mail (Online)

  Read More

SA aged care bed crisis cost revealed to be over $123m as patients are
stranded in hospitals
ABC Online, Other, 12/09/2026, Stephanie Richards

The South Australian government spent more than $123 million last financial year caring for patients
stranded in hospitals waiting for aged care beds, prompting the state's health minister to call on his
federal counterpart to do more to fix the "crisis". [...] Federal Health Minister Mark Butler said the
government had "dramatically" expanded support of home packages, but added that he had been
"frank" with state ministers, describing the challenges as "a shared responsibility".

  Read More

News24, Saturday First Edition, 12/09/2026, Alex Thomas
From October, Australians living with a rare form of motor neuron disease will have access to Qalsody
following its listing on the PBS, and it will only cost $25 per script. Federal Health Minister Mark Butler
says it's a high point for MND Australia and the broader Australian community.
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MINISTER MCALLISTER

Wave goodbye to your freedom for four years
Sunday Territorian, General News, 13/09/2026, Julie Cross, Page 31

Judge gives record sentence to NDIS fraudster She was all smiles while she was ripping off disabled
people to the tune of $2.2 million but this scammer sobbed loudly as she was handed the longest ever
prison sentence imposed for NDIS fraud. [...] NDIS Minister Jenny McAllister said people should note
the length of Fahmy's jail sentence.
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No relevant coverage
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ASSISTANT MINISTER MCBRIDE
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ASSISTANT MINISTER WHITE

A traumatic birth changed Amy's life. Now she wants change for all
mothers
7News.com.au, Other, 12/09/2026, Jennifer Bechwati

A Senate inquiry will examine postnatal care in Australia as experts warn depression, anxiety and
PTSD are going undiagnosed in new mothers struggling to find support. [...] "We know that a lot of
women are suffering, that they don't have the support that they deserve, and that there is a lot more
that we have to do to support women once they've given birth to a baby," Assistant Minister Rebecca
White said.

  Read More

Channel 7, Seven News (Weekend), 12/09/2026, Angie Asimus
There is a push for overhauling health care for mothers after birth this Women's Health Week, and
experts warn that depression, anxiety and PTSD are going undiagnosed as women struggle to find
support. Assistant Health Minister Rebecca White says there is more to do to support women once
they have given birth.

Also reported by: Channel 7 (Adelaide), Seven Tasmania (Hobart), Channel 7 (Brisbane), Channel 7 (Perth)
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SPECIAL ENVOY REPACHOLI

Well-known Canberran with prostate cancer fights change to nurse
program
Canberra Times, Other, 12/09/2026, Peter Jean
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Martin Fisk is dedicated to supporting others, so it is unsurprising his cancer fight has turned into a
battle he hopes will also help other patients. [...] Federal government Special Envoy for Men's Health
Dan Repacholi said prostate cancer patients would continue to be cared for by specialist prostate
cancer nurses under the new arrangements.

Also reported by: Batemans Bay Post (Online), Braidwood Times (Online)
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DEPARTMENT

Cosmetics will get a burn notice
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 13/09/2026, Brad Crouch, Page 1

Some over-the-counter treatments for skin conditions face an overhaul amid concerns about the risks
of potential burns, blindness and even death from a potent ingredient. [...] The Health Department has
proposed amending the Poisons Standard following a report by the Australian Industrial Chemicals
Introduction Sch-eme (AICIS), which regulates the importation and manufacture of industrial chemicals.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Northern Territory News (Online), Herald Sun (Online), The
Mercury (Online), The Courier Mail (Online), Geelong Advertiser (Online), Sunday Telegraph (Sydney), Sunday
Mail Brisbane (Brisbane)
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AGEING AND AGED CARE

Crucial care repair
Sunday Herald Sun, Editorials, 13/09/2026, Page 66

As part of our Care Repair campaign, the Sunday Herald Sun has highlighted range of issues where
stressed and stretched aged care settings are letting down older Australians. In the latest changes, the
Albanese government has moved to stop current aged care residents being hit with fee hikes for
services that were previously provided without charge.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Aged-care assault
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 13/09/2026, Andrew Hough, Page 1

An Adelaide aged-care home employee is at the centre of a police investigation amid claims three
elderly residents were assaulted. Detectives are investigating how the men one in his 90s and two
others in their 70s were allegedly assaulted at Bene Aged Care Italian Village, St Agnes, on August 11.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

The Aussie company profiting from China’s big problem
Australian Financial Review, Other, 12/09/2026, Jessica Sier

In a spotless workshop in Beijing's northern suburbs, workers in lab coats assemble medical devices
designed by an Australian company that is cashing in on one of China's biggest problems.

  Read More

Back to Top

 

DISABILITY AND CARERS

Disability provider hit by walkout
Sunday Age, General News, 13/09/2026, Grant McArthur, Page 25
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Workers have walked off the job at Victoria's largest disability housing provider despite other operators
brokering new workplace deals to rein in costs while trying to secure the homes of hundreds of
vulnerable residents. Staff at 35 Scope homes walked off the job on Friday in an escalation of
protected industrial action.

Also reported by: Sydney Morning Herald (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Drawing a line: disability arts sector fears NDIS cuts
West Australian, Other, 12/09/2026, Liz Hobday

When artist Anthony Romagnano was named a 2026 Archibald Prize finalist, it was a signal moment
for his studio Arts Project Australia. "We've spent 50 years advocating for artists with disability to be
recognised in contemporary art, and it doesn't really get more high-profile than the Archibald,"
executive director Liz Nowell said.

Also reported by: The Senior (Online), Kalgoorlie Miner (Online), Illawarra Mercury (Online), Daily Mail UK
(Online), Canberra Times (Online), Newcastle Herald (Online)
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PRIMARY CARE

NT health pros vie for excellence awards
Sunday Territorian, General News, 13/09/2026, Page 11

Nt Health has announced finalists for the Allied Health Excellence Awards, drawing 116 nominations
across nine categories, including a newly introduced education award. The awards recognise and
reward the outstanding contributions and performance of allied health professionals working across the
Territory.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Not all superheroes leap tall buildings
Sunday Examiner, General News, 13/09/2026, Craig Thomson, Page 26

Not all superheroes wear tight-fitting costumes and seek truth and justice. [...] Ms McIntosh said she
couldn't see her GP quickly, so she presented to the Launceston Medicare Urgent Care Clinic (UCC)
instead, and at the UCC, that advice was followed through, and a potentially life-threatening internal
bleed was identified and treated.
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Burden falls on women as hidden crisis of male infertility is ignored
Sun Herald, General News, 13/09/2026, Courtney Thompson, Page 13

As a healthy 28-year-old, Samuel Goodwin-Dorning never had reason to doubt his fertility. Wanting to
start their family young, he and wife Cassie began trying to conceive.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

‘Striking' report reveals rise in birth interventions among low-risk mums
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 12/09/2026, Rachel Rasker

Rising numbers of first-time mothers with low-risk pregnancies are experiencing a “cascade” of birth
interventions, from inductions to caesarean sections, analysis of more than 343,000 births in NSW
reveals. More than one in four women (25.6 per cent) giving birth to their first child in 2018 and deemed
to be low-risk experienced a labour induction or augmentation, followed by an epidural, then an

https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.smh.com.au/national/victoria/disability-provider-hit-by-strikes-as-funding-gap-bites-20260910-p60w61.html&key=7472cd96dc5a1214d0c87235244770a7&ver=1&mid=1393960651
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=24152f28-51a3-401d-b96e-d411d7316a0d&ArticleId=1237596961&serid=186408&output=txt
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=eba7ffdf-6364-4d08-9d0e-c4bca52b9c84&ArticleId=1237596961&serid=186408&output=pdf
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/9348797/drawing-a-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-ndis-cuts/&key=951456a00c4f7333d3ddab59f260a99e&ver=1&mid=1393809263
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.kalminer.com.au/entertainment/drawing-a-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-ndis-cuts-c-22859765&key=224ee141279423fc0488f30cd7fa79dc&ver=1&mid=1393808179
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/9348797/drawing-a-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-ndis-cuts/&key=ecea835c4b251c007297d81dd3d299eb&ver=1&mid=1393809558
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.dailymail.com/wires/aap/article-16124767/Drawing-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-NDIS-cuts.html&key=036ad373e33d2b4979728ee57441b6ee&ver=1&mid=1393809606
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/9348797/drawing-a-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-ndis-cuts/&key=69a95a6dee0e4e5c0b3fbfc52e1ae2e9&ver=1&mid=1393809887
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/9348797/drawing-a-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-ndis-cuts/&key=d9c609f145779c5063ec2b74b8b06518&ver=1&mid=1393810378
https://content.isentia.io/?url=https://thewest.com.au/entertainment/drawing-a-line-disability-arts-sector-fears-ndis-cuts-c-22859765&key=70abfaea2da63fba63825c90127d4b0c&ver=1&mid=1393808702
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=ca80968f-358a-4958-994a-b81e6bfb53b2&ArticleId=1237614303&serid=186408&output=txt
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=a49935d2-4d8d-4d47-b1ad-175d2b408da1&ArticleId=1237614303&serid=186408&output=pdf
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=d89bdb55-1691-440f-96e7-74e54ba91b3f&ArticleId=1237617150&serid=186408&output=txt
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=95b14f53-5012-4bed-906c-1adb44825ec2&ArticleId=1237617150&serid=186408&output=pdf
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=ad77ca7b-7fef-49a2-bd53-dcba1e9d9e52&ArticleId=1237601529&serid=186408&output=txt
https://readnow.isentia.com/articlepresenter.aspx?&guid=350811a5-3de2-4d96-9ec5-bf0509d71a9b&ArticleId=1237601529&serid=186408&output=pdf


instrumental birth or unscheduled caesarean section, with each intervention making the next more
likely.

  Read More

‘It's hard to tell anyone': The debilitating, hidden injury affecting
thousands of Australians
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 12/09/2026, Tim Elliott

Early one Saturday morning in July, 2021, Gold Coast triathlete Alexa Leary set off on a training ride
with a group of elite cyclists in the hills behind Noosa, on Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. [...] According
to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, 450,000 Australians have brain injury: TBIs account
for 142,000 hospitalisations annually, placing significant strain on emergency departments.
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CHRONIC CONDITIONS AND SCREENING

People often skip a life-saving test for one big reason. In a month, that
reason will be gone
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 12/09/2026, Angus Dalton, Page 28

What happens when evidence alone isn't enough? That was the problem faced by public health
researcher Dr Jane Tiller a decade ago when she realised DNA screening could be catching and
preventing thousands of cancers and early heart attacks each year.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Cancer detection coup
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 13/09/2026, Tayla Couacaud, Page 21

Queenslanders battling a rare blood cancer will be diagnosed faster and be able to begin treatment
sooner after the state became the first in Australia to access a revolutionary machine. The machine is
expected to benefit about 500 Queenslanders a year and, in many cases, significantly improve life
expectancy of those suffering for multiple myeloma.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

AI is not always spot on for health
Sunday Territorian, General News, 13/09/2026, Page 31

Artificial intelligence is transforming healthcare among most of other fields but Charles Sturt University
research has found that when it comes to detecting melanoma, experienced dermatologists still
outperform AI technology. The findings are particularly significant in Australia, which has one of the
highest rates of skin cancer in the world.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Elevated rates of MND found in regional Australia
West Australian, Other, 13/09/2026, Aaron Bunch

People across a vast swathe of Australia are developing a deadly disease at more than four times the
global average. Researchers found a motor neuron disease (MND) incidence rate of 3.72 cases per
100,000 people annually across western NSW.

Also reported by: Ballarat Courier (Online), Wagga Wagga Daily Advertiser (Online), The Border Mail (Online),
Daily Mail UK (Online), Canberra Times (Online), Daily Liberal (Online), Newcastle Herald (Online)
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Why we all need to care a bit more
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 13/09/2026, Jonathon Moran, Page 33

The data doesn't lie too many of us die by suicide. I first attempted to take my own life in primary
school, then again as a teenager, and in my 20s.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Perimenopause nearly cost Mel her life
Sunday Examiner, General News, 13/09/2026, Saree Salter, Page 3

Within four months of turning 40, Mel Knuckey went from being a loving mother and wife with a
successful career to a patient in a psychiatric ward after a suicide attempt. In the midst of what looked
like a mental health breakdown was an overlooked word that nearly cost Ms Knuckey her life:
perimenopause.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Just two of 21 mental health centres meeting key benchmarks
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 12/09/2026, Grant McArthur

Nineteen of Victoria's 21 adult mental health and wellbeing services are failing to meet their target for
admitting acutely mentally unwell Victorians to a bed within eight hours. Five years after the state
government promised to fix the broken mental health system, data shows more than half of patients
are languishing in emergency departments because there are not enough specialist beds to treat them,
and most facilities are using seclusion and restraints far more often than they are supposed to.

  Read More

Mother's desperate search for help before son's suicide sparks call for
change
ABC Online, Other, 12/09/2026, Oliver Chaseling

In the years between her son Felix's first attempt at taking his own life at the age of 12 and his suicide
last year, Darwin mother Gertrude Knight says she tried everything to help him. "I was reaching out to
everyone — 'Help me, what do I do?' — and constantly I was being told, 'you don't know what you're
talking about, there is nothing wrong with your son'," Ms Knight said.

  Read More
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HEALTH SYSTEMS STRATEGIES

Bid for 'wellness economy' action
Sunday Tasmanian, Wrap, 13/09/2026, Page 79

The head of the state's leading health insurer says Tasmania must begin seeing health through a
"wellness economy" lens to begin reducing strain on the healthcare system and to prompt the
workforce to be proactive about healthcare. The director of a Tasmanian-based medical research
institute believes that to produce a healthier workforce, multi-organisational initiatives in preventive
care need to be the focus.
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HEALTH ECONOMICS & RESEARCH

Plastics link to autism, ADHD
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 13/09/2026, David Hannant, Page 18

Exposure to chemicals found in everyday plastics during pregnancy may increase the likelihood of
children developing autistic and ADHD traits, research has claimed. A lengthy study conducted at
Florey Institution of Neuroscience and Mental Health claims to have established a link between
chemical DEHP and neurodivergent conditions.

Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph (Sydney)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Vision held back by lack of funding
Sunday Tasmanian, Wrap, 13/09/2026, Genevieve Holding, Page 78

Tasmanian researchers aiming to develop the latest technologies and treatments are being hindered by
a lack of funding and support to reach the commercial market, often facing the threat of the start-up
"valley of death". Aspecthera preclinical research and development director Nuri Guven, and medicinal
chemistry head Jason Smith hope to make a brighter future for those who suffer from diabetic
retinopathy.
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Wurli to rescue as flooding hits town
Sunday Territorian, General News, 13/09/2026, Lottie Hood, Page 16

When a town faced its worst flooding in decades this year submerging the local hospital, pharmacy and
even stopping most frontline workers in their tracks, everyone was caught off guard. [...] In March this
year, Wurli-Wurlinjang Health Service in Katherine inadvertently became the area's most important
frontline service when the historic floods hit overnight.
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PUBLIC HOSPITAL AND HEALTH REFORM

Hospital cash unused in LNP $2bn blowout
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 13/09/2026, Mikaela Mulveney, Page 6

The state government has blown its budget by $2bn in the last financial year, but did not spend more
than $1bn allocated to build and upgrade hospitals across Queensland. According to new Treasury
documents, government departments racked up $1.9bn in unbudgeted spending over the past financial
year.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Northern Territory News (Online), The Mercury (Online),
The Courier Mail (Online), Cairns Post (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Emergency delays critical
Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 13/09/2026, Rob Inglis, Page 7

Four in five patients not seen on time at Royal Hobart Hospital An average of four out of five patients
were not treated within a clinically recommended time frame at the Royal Hobart Hospital emergency
department last week, with nearly 90 per cent of people in potentially life-threatening conditions failing
to be seen on time.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Northern Territory News (Online), The Mercury (Online),
The Courier Mail (Online), Adelaide Now (Online)
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Patient dies after referral 'forgotten' at Mildura hospital, shadow health
minister says
ABC Online, Other, 12/09/2026, Sarah Buchecker, Tamara Clark and Grace Marshall

A patient who was not triaged in a "timely manner" at a Victorian hospital that relies on paper records
has died, the state's shadow health minister says. It is believed up to 150 patients at Mildura Base
Public Hospital (MBPH) were left waiting for care for longer than a year after boxes of paper referrals
were "forgotten" about.
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CHIEF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY OFFICE

Nurses pull the plug
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 13/09/2026, Andreas Nicola, Page 1

Burnt-out nurses are leaving hospitals in droves as they struggle under insufficient staffing that they
say puts patients at risk. [...] Queensland Nurses and Midwives' Union secretary Sarah Beaman said
the latest statistics were very concerning.

Also reported by: Northern Territory News (Online), Townsville Bulletin (Online), Cairns Post (Online), Daily
Telegraph Australia (Online), The Mercury (Online), The Courier Mail (Online), Toowoomba Chronicle (Online),
Gold Coast Bulletin (Online), Geelong Advertiser (Online)
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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT AND ACCESS

Channel 9, Today on Saturday, 12/09/2026, Lizzie Pearl
Interview with MND Australia CEO Clare Sullivan. Sullivan says the decision to list Qalsody, a medicine
that is used to treat MND, on the PBS is fantastic, and she also states that the Federal Government is
investing in the expensive medicine to make it more widely available for people living with the
condition. She says Qalsody slows the progression of MND, and it demonstrates that research is
working, and they are hoping that they will find a cure for the disease.
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MEDICARE BENEFITS AND DIGITAL HEALTH

AI early warning system to detect deadly infection
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 13/09/2026, Harrison Finlay, Page 6

A new artificial intelligence "traffic light" system to help identify and evaluate the risk of a deadly
infection quicker will be rolled out in emergency departments across Western Sydney. The AI tool
named "SAFEWAIT" is a prediction model that helps clinicians evaluate the risk of sepsis sooner, by
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taking a patient's vital signs, which then use an algorithm to identify which are most at risk and should
be urgently treated in an ED.
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BENEFITS INTEGRITY

New standards set for women's pain after 13,000 shared their struggles
Sunday Age, General News, 13/09/2026, Wendy Tuohy , Page 8

Thea Baker has a deep understanding of what women with long-term, undiagnosed pain endure. [...]
Healthcare watchdog the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency launched an ongoing
investigation into Gordon after The Age revealed allegations in February that he performed
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THERAPEUTIC GOODS ADMINISTRATION

Slimming drug link to brain damage
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 13/09/2026, Page 20

Two common GLP-1 weight loss drugs have been linked to a brain condition that can cause permanent
damage and become deadly. [...] The Therapeutic Goods Administration received reports of 62 deaths
and 2829 cases of bad reactions possibly connected to the medications, which are used by half a
million Australians.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), Northern Territory News (Online),
The Mercury (Online), The Courier Mail (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Why Alex infected himself with blood-sucking hookworms, and kept
them
Sydney Morning Herald, Other, 12/09/2026, Angus Dalton

Seconds after the worms are applied to your forearm, they begin to burrow. [...] The Therapeutic Goods
Administration has warned the practice is unapproved and unsafe.

  Read More

Can taking too many vitamins do more harm than good? An expert
breaks it down
7News.com.au, Other, 12/09/2026, Smita Kunvarji

Vitamins and health supplements are taken with the understanding that they are there to help us feel
better. [...] The risks associated with excessive vitamin B6 intake have prompted action from the
Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA), which now plans to crack down on these products following
a rise in toxicity cases causing life-altering nerve damage among Australians.
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