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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Australian (page 2) reports that average medical specialist fees have jumped 8.1 per cent
in a year, double the rate of inflation and despite a heavy public focus on excessive charging in
the medical profession. The Grattan Institute's Special Treatment report said almost a million
people had delayed or forgone specialist care because of the cost.

The Medical Republic (online) reports that Australia is on track to face a shortage of more
than 12,800 full-time equivalent GP and non-GP specialist doctors by 2048, with NSW, Victoria
and Queensland set to bear the brunt of the shortages according to a new report by the
Department of Health, Disability and Ageing.

The Sydney Morning Herald (page 8) reports that an open letter, signed by the Royal
Australian College of General Practitioners, the Australian Medical Association, the Australian
College of Nurse Practitioners, and the chief executive of Choice Chemist, has spoken out
against what it calls a lack of oversight of the move that has given pharmacists the power to
prescribe medications, saying it puts patients at risk of complications.

The Herald Sun (page 18) reports that the bowel cancer mortality rate among Australians aged
50-74 has nearly halved in the 20 years since the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program
was launched. The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare says those who take part in the
program are more likely to have bowel cancer detected at an earlier stage, improving their
chances of survival. Also reported by: West Australian

https://report.mediaportal.com/93683709cc03e09a16ae0be6fd3fe911/MonitorReport-12db31e4-6806-4.pdf
https://report.mediaportal.com/7ca785da21a98e0b2cf8f27f4724d1e8/MonitorReport-e4ddf5f1-3663-4.pdf
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/186408-1358451082/1209062824_20270618.pdf
https://www.medicalrepublic.com.au/more-doctors-fewer-specialists-australias-medical-training-pipeline-in-disrepair/126538
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/186408-1358486081/1209080558_20270618.pdf
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/186408-1358436048/1209055522_20270618.pdf
https://readnow.isentia.com/Temp/186408-1358497338/1209094737_20270618.pdf


The Age (page 14) reports an international team of researchers led by the Doherty Institute in
Melbourne found the standard frontline antibiotic used for decades should no longer be the
default treatment to fight golden staph infections, which kills 1000 Australians every year. The
antibiotic carries a lower survival rate and elevated risk of severe side effects compared to
alternatives.

The Guardian (online) reports that men who have recently gone through a breakup are seven
times more likely to report a suicide attempt than those who haven't. That heightened risk
continues for years after the breakup and the association remains even after accounting for
age, income, employment, social support and prior suicidal thoughts. Also reported by: West
Australian

The Daily Telegraph (page 8) reports that one in three private schools across Australia have
been stripped of federal disability funding after being audited, with some losing more than a
million dollars. 63 NSW schools have had to repay just under $2.4 million in the past four years
alone.

 

MINISTER BUTLER

Specialist fees outstrip inflation
The Australian, General News, 18/06/2026, Stephen Lunn, Page 2

Average specialist fees have jumped 8.1 per cent in a year, double the rate of inflation and despite a
heavy public focus on excessive charging in the medical profession. [...] Health Minister Mark Butler
said the issue of high specialist fees was a "barbecue stopper" and had committed to reining them in.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

PM rolls out childcare barrel
The Australian, Editorials, 18/06/2026, Page 10

The Albanese government, predictably, has caved in to the United Workers Union threat of strike action
by agreeing to bankroll a 15 per cent pay rise for early childhood workers. The rise will cost taxpayers
$3.6bn across the next two years.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Funding for joint efforts
PerthNow Western Suburbs, General News, 18/06/2026, Sebastian Tan, Page 14

The Federal Government will pump millions of dollars into a new mission to tackle arthritis, offering new
hope to Australians dealing with the painful and debilitating condition. [...] "We have world-class
researchers in Australia whose ideas could transform health outcomes for future generations," Health
Minister Mark Butler said.

Also reported by: PerthNow Canning (Perth)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Over-65s on ‘modest incomes' to bear brunt of health insurance
changes
The Australian, Other, 17/06/2026, Stephen Lunn

A coalition of medical, hospital and seniors groups is urging Anthony Albanese to reconsider his budget
move to scrap the higher private health insurance rebate for over-65s, saying more than three million
older Australians will be affected, including many on modest incomes. The Australian Medical
Association, the Australian Private Hospitals Association and National Seniors Australia are among
those who have jointly written to the Prime Minister and Health Minister Mark Butler asking for further
consultation before the change becomes law.

  Read More

SA proton therapy cancer unit ‘best for children in Adelaide' as
treasurer fights to keep project at SAHMRI
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Adelaide Now, Other, 17/06/2026, Andrew Hough

South Australia’s embattled medical institute is best suited to host a world leading cancer unit because
it would better treat young children than anywhere interstate, MPs heard. [...] Federal Health Minister
Mark Butler, who has approved a new $2.5m project bailout, this week stoked concerns
Commonwealth taxpayer funding could divert to Melbourne's Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre.

Also reported by: Herald Sun (Online), The Courier Mail (Online), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online)

  Read More

‘Just need your Medicare card'?: One in five Australians delaying
medical treatment despite Albanese government's healthcare promise
Sky News Australia, Other, 17/06/2026, Oscar Godsell

The number of Australians delaying medical treatment due to cost or access continues to increase
under Labor, despite Anthony Albanese's promise that every Australian would have free access to
healthcare. [...] Health Minister Mark Butler recently applauded the government's efforts, saying more
people were "finding it easier to find a bulk billing doctor".

  Read More

At last, the final urgent care clinic has opened
The Medical Republic, Other, 17/06/2026, Helen Tobler

The last of 137 Medicare urgent care clinics pledged by the government has opened in Queensland,
with the Prime Minister claiming that four in five Australians now live within a 20-minute drive of a UCC.
In this year’s budget, the government promised to invest $1.8 billion over five years from 2025-26, and
$525.6 million a year from 2030-31 to keep the clinics operating as a permanent, bulk-billed alternative
to hospital emergency departments.

Also reported by: Health Services Daily (Online)

  Read More

Channel 10, 10 News: Lunchtime, 17/06/2026, Angela Bishop
The final of 137 Medicare urgent care clinics opened in Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast, fulfilling a
federal commitment. Federal Minister of Health Mark Butler says the clinics provide high-quality urgent
care seven days a week with extended hours and full bulk billing, with up to two million Australians
expected to visit each year.

  Play Now

ABC NewsRadio, Mornings, 17/06/2026, Rhiannon Elston
In an interview, Federal Health Minister Mark Butler discussed proposed NDIS changes, noting that the
Senate committee has delayed its report while the legislation is scheduled for debate in the coming
fortnight. He said the government is reviewing inquiry evidence and considering some changes, but
that core participant supports such as housing and daily living assistance would remain unchanged.

  Play Now

ABC Radio Canberra, 08:00 News, 17/06/2026
The Federal Government has warned that delaying the passage of sweeping legislative reforms to the
National Disability Insurance Scheme will cost taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars. Minister for the
NDIS Mark Butler emphasised that the structural sustainability changes are critical to reining in the
scheme's unsustainable cost trajectory.

  Play Now

Radio National, AM, 17/06/2026, Isabella Higgins
Interview with Health Minister Mark Butler, about uncertainty regarding the future of the NDIS.
Compere says the Committee examining the legislation surrounding the NDIS delayed handing down
its report from yesterday to Friday. Butler points out that the inquiry is an important opportunity for them
to engage with the community as hundreds of submissions are believed to have been canvassed right
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across the media. He says he understands that the Committee wanted some time to finalise the details
of their report, and in the meantime they have been monitoring the evidence closely. 

Also reported by: ABC Radio Canberra (Canberra)

  Play Now
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MINISTER RAE

Million-dollar scholarship boost for aged care staff
Weekly Times, General News, 17/06/2026, Page 9

In a win for seniors around the nation, the Federal Government is investing $21.5 million in
scholarships to help aged care workers and nurses develop their skills and careers. [...] Minister for
Aged Care and Seniors, Sam Rae, says workers are at the frontline of the Government's aged care
reforms.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Back to Top

 

ASSISTANT MINISTER MCBRIDE

Mental health support
Pakenham News, General News, 18/06/2026, Jensy Callimootoo, Page 15

New and expectant parents in Casey will soon have access to free specialist mental health support,
with the Federal Government announcing a new Perinatal Mental Health Centre for the city. Assistant
Minister for Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Emma McBride announced the new centre, which
will be fully funded by the Commonwealth and operated by Gidget Foundation Australia.

Also reported by: Cranbourne Star News (Melbourne)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Advocacy push for stronger rural healthcare
Riverine Grazier, General News, 17/06/2026, Tertia Butcher, Page 3

Hay Shire and Edward River Councils have reinforced their commitment to improving health outcomes
for local residents, formally adopting the 'Caring for our Regions' Six Point Action Plan on Rural and
Regional Health as a key advocacy priority. [...] Councils will advocate directly to NSW Minister for
Regional Health, Ryan Park, the Commonwealth Assistant Minister for Rural and Regional Health,
Emma McBride and local Members of Parliament for their support.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Free perinatal care heads to Hume
Star Weekly, Other, 17/06/2026

The federal government announced it will open a perinatal mental health centre in Hume and a second
centre in the Casey. [...] Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Assistant Minister Emma McBride said
the centres will deliver mental health services in the heart of communities.

  Read More
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ASSISTANT MINISTER WHITE

Let's open door to secret society of menopause
Hobart Mercury, General News, 18/06/2026, Rebecca White, Page 22

For a long time, menopause and perimenopause have felt like a secret society. [...] Rebecca White MP,
is the federal Labor member for Lyons and the Assistant Minister for Health and Aged Care as well as
the Assistant Minister for Women.

  Read Plain Text   Read More
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SPECIAL ENVOY REPACHOLI

Recently single Australian men are seven times more likely to report a
suicide attempt, study shows
The Guardian, Other, 18/06/2026

Men who have recently gone through a breakup are seven times more likely to report a suicide attempt
than those who haven't, a new study shows [...] The federal government's men's health special envoy,
Dan Repacholi, said "staying connected can make all the difference".

  Read More

Channel 7, Seven News at 4, 17/06/2026, Sarah Cumming
In Australia, less than half of those who receive free bowel screening kits by mail return them, despite
the fact that bowel cancer is the country's second most deadly cancer. This Red Apple Day, Special
Envoy for Men's Health Dan Repacholi encourages people to take and return the tests to help with
early detection and awareness.

  Play Now

Sky News Live, First Edition, 17/06/2026, Peter Stefanovic
Interview with Special Envoy for Men's Health Dan Repacholi, about Men's Health Week. Repacholi
admits that men don't always put mental health front and centre, and sometimes its in the bottom of
men's list. He states that it has been three days of Men's Health Week, and they have been talking
about all great things that they want to see men doing to put their mental health front and centre, like
being around their family, friends, and the community. 

  Play Now
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DEPARTMENT

PM rolls out childcare barrel
The Australian, Editorials, 18/06/2026, Page 10

The Albanese government, predictably, has caved in to the United Workers Union threat of strike action
by agreeing to bankroll a 15 per cent pay rise for early childhood workers. The rise will cost taxpayers
$3.6bn across the next two years.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Ten years on, Monash Uni seeks dementia strategy rethink
Cranbourne Star News, General News, 18/06/2026, Page 7

Monash University has opened a public consultation process for the first major update to Australia's
national clinical guidelines for dementia in more than 10 years. Commissioned by the Department of
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Health, Disability and Ageing in May 2024, the draft update aims to modernise clinical decision-making
by incorporating a decade of medical advancements and shifting care strategies.
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Hey man, don't wait, act!
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Samantha Crawford, Page 46

Having good health and wellbeing starts with action: looking after the body and asking for help when
it's needed. [...] The most common individual barriers found in a literature review conducted by Deakin
University and commissioned by the federal Department of Health and Aged Care to inform the
National Men's Health Strategy 2020-2030 are:

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Thinking about future support? Get free advice on your options
Southern Riverina News, Other, 17/06/2026

Are you looking for information about in-home support and other aged care options? [...] My Aged
Care, delivered by the Australian Department of Health, Disability and Ageing, is open to community
members 65 years and older, or 50 years and older for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, or
those who are homeless/at risk of homelessness.

Also reported by: Shepparton News Online (Online), Yarrawonga Chronicle (Online)

  Read More

Healthcare students tour region
Young Witness, Other, 17/06/2026, Brendan McCool

Twenty university healthcare students have gone regional and visited Young and other towns in the
region as part of the Rural Doctors Network's Go Rural program. [...] The Go Rural Program is funded
by the Australian Government Department of Health, Disability and Ageing and administered by Rural
Doctors Network.

Also reported by: Boorowa News (Online)

  Read More

At last, the final urgent care clinic has opened
The Medical Republic, Other, 17/06/2026, Helen Tobler

The last of 137 Medicare urgent care clinics pledged by the government has opened in Queensland,
with the Prime Minister claiming that four in five Australians now live within a 20-minute drive of a UCC.
In this year’s budget, the government promised to invest $1.8 billion over five years from 2025-26, and
$525.6 million a year from 2030-31 to keep the clinics operating as a permanent, bulk-billed alternative
to hospital emergency departments.

Also reported by: Health Services Daily (Online)

  Read More

IAT ‘fix' labelled workaround as DoHDA adds post-assessment editing
The Medical Republic, Other, 17/06/2026, Cate Swannell

More details have emerged about the new functionality the Department of Health, Disability and Ageing
is introducing to the controversial Integrated Assessment Tool used to assess the needs of people
seeking funds under the Support at Home program. For months the department has been criticised for
blocking the ability of human clinical assessors to override the IAT.

  Read More

More doctors, fewer specialists: Australia's medical training pipeline in
disrepair
The Medical Republic, Other, 17/06/2026, Alyssa Talakovski

Australia is on track to face a shortage of more than 12,800 full-time equivalent (FTE) GP and non-GP
specialist doctors by 2048, with NSW, Victoria and Queensland set to bear the brunt of the shortages,
according to a new federal government report. [...] The Department of Health, Disability and Ageing's
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recently released whole of medical workforce compendium report found all six states and both
territories would experience an imbalance in the structure and composition of their medical workforce.

  Read More

It's DoHDA vs the clock as assignment of benefit changes approach
The Medical Republic, Other, 17/06/2026, Holly Payne

The Department of Health, Disability and Ageing has just nine working days left to come up with a
workable solution for assignment of benefit changes, with pressure now increasing from all sides. From
1 July, all GP practices will be required to obtain and store a signature from each patient recording their
consent to be bulk billed.

  Read More

Remember who can and can't receive FluMist: TGA
Allergy and Respiratory Republic, Other, 17/06/2026, Lincoln Tracy

The Therapeutic Goods Administration has released a medicine safety update for FluMist, the
intranasal influenza vaccine. [...] The Department of Health, Disability and Ageing reported that 116 of
the 161 FluMist-related adverse event reports it received in May 2026 related to children under the age
of two, including 89 instances where the product was administered to a patient of inappropriate age
and 38 instances of the wrong product being administered.

  Read More

Government eyes mandatory My Health Record reporting for telehealth
clinics
Cannabiz, Other, 17/06/2026, Adam Sheldon

Medicinal cannabis telehealth clinics could be required to automatically upload prescription information
to My Health Record under proposed reforms aimed at improving patient safety and reducing risks
associated with online prescribing. The Department of Health, Disability and Ageing launched a
consultation this month on changes that would require telehealth-only providers to report prescription
and dispensing information to the federal government's electronic health record system.

  Read More

New radiation tech boosts daily cancer patient capacity by 50%
indynr.com, Other, 17/06/2026

People having cancer treatment in Lismore will benefit from the latest technology in radiation therapy at
the North Coast Cancer Institute at Lismore Base Hospital. [...] The LINAC Replacement Project
received $8.2 million in grant funding from the Australian Government Department of Health, Disability
and Ageing.

  Read More
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No end-of-life choice if suffering dementia
Toowoomba Chronicle, General News, 18/06/2026, Jack Dyson Evans, Page 9

Research from Toowoomba's University of Southern Queensland has revealed that most Australians
living with dementia are unlikely to ever qualify for voluntary assisted dying unless drastic law reform
occurs. Around 400,000 Australians are currently living with dementia, however VAD laws require a
person to retain decision-making capacity throughout key stages of the process and requires a person
to already be dying within 12 months.
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What you need to consider before going into aged care
Canberra Times, Other, 10/06/2026, Rachel Lane
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For many Australians, aged care is something that happens "later". It sits in the background as a future
problem, often accompanied by a firmly held belief that they will stay in the family home forever. When
the need for care finally arrives, the conversation can look very different.

  Read More

Regional aged care telehealth program to shut its doors
The Weekly Source, Other, 17/06/2026, Caroline Egan

An award-winning telehealth service that supported rural and remote aged care homes is set to close
amid the pending sale of regional provider McLean Care. Sources have confirmed that iAgeHealth,
which delivered around-the-clock clinical care and allied health support into a number of rural and
remote aged care homes, will close on 30 June.

  Read More

SA's largest Aboriginal aged care provider appoints new CEO
The Weekly Source, Other, 17/06/2026, Caroline Egan

The former head of the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement in South Australia stepped into the CEO role
on Tuesday (16 June). Respected Aboriginal leader Parry Agius has been appointed CEO of Aboriginal
Community Services (ACS), bringing more than 30 years of experience in community development,
cultural engagement and rights advocacy to the role.

  Read More

St Basil's managers set to face questions over deadly aged care
outbreak
The Weekly Source, Other, 17/06/2026, Caroline Egan

Nearly six years after 50 aged care residents died from COVID-19, the Coronial Inquiry into the
outbreak will resume in August. In July and August of 2020, in the early months of the global pandemic,
50 residents died during an outbreak at St Basil’s Home for the Aged in Fawkner, 12km north of the
Melbourne CBD.

  Read More

Australia's retirement living sector has never had it better. So why can't
it keep up?
HelloCare, Other, 17/06/2026, Jakob Neeland

There's a particular kind of problem that only successful industries get to have. Not the grinding
struggle of a sector in decline, but the sharp frustration of one that can see exactly how big the
opportunity is and keeps hitting the ceiling trying to reach it.

  Read More

VAD is legal but info in aged care is scarce
Australian Ageing Agenda, Other, 17/06/2026, Dr Linda Swan

Moving into an aged care home can mean many changes for residents’ routines, surroundings, and
mealtimes. What shouldn’t change, however, are residents’ rights to make their own decisions when it
comes to end-of-life care.

  Read More

ACS names Agius CEO
Australian Ageing Agenda, Other, 17/06/2026

Parry Agius has commenced this week as chief executive officer of Aboriginal Community Services,
South Australia’s largest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander aged care provider. He replaces Graham
Aitken, who is retiring later this month after 16 years leading the provider.

  Read More

New guidelines for incontinence medicines for World Continence Week
Australian Nursing & Midwifery Journal, Other, 17/06/2026, Natalie Dragon
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Australia's first co-designed resources to support the safe use of urinary incontinence medicines for
people living with dementia have been released to mark World Continence Week, 15–21 June. While
medications to manage urinary incontinence are routinely prescribed, they carry hidden dangers for
people with dementia, increasing the risk of side effects such as worsening memory loss.

  Read More

ABC Radio Brisbane, Breakfast, 17/06/2026, Loretta Ryan and Craig
Zonca
Interview with Chris Grice, CEO, National Seniors Australia. Grice points out that as recently as last
week, National Seniors Australia appeared at a Senate Committee hearing that was led by the Greens,
in relation to intergenerational housing. He says that they have put a focus on HECS debt as one of the
greatest issues for younger people in terms of long-term affordable housing. 

  Play Now
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Accused fraudster splashes out on bets
The Australian, Business News, 18/06/2026, Angelica Snowden, Page 15

Even frozen bank accounts didn't stop accused NDIS fraudster David McWilliams from spending big on
gambling, amid an alleged $90m scam with his wife. The corporate regulator has claimed in court that
the NDIS housing scheme operator spent about $5700 at Ladbrokes, $1500 on online racing and
sports gambling outfit ColossalBet, plus $419 on the greyhounds while his accounts were frozen.

Also reported by: The Australian (Online), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), The Courier Mail (Online),
Adelaide Now (Online)
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Private schools forced to repay millions
Daily Telegraph, General News, 18/06/2026, Susie O'Brien and Darcy Fitzgerald, Page 8

One in three private schools across Australia has been stripped of federal disability funding after being
audited, with some losing more than a million dollars, shock new figures show. A total of 63 NSW
schools have had to repay just under $2.4m in the past four years, with some forced to hand over
nearly half a million dollars.

Also reported by: Herald Sun (Melbourne), Courier Mail (Brisbane), Adelaide Advertiser (Adelaide), Hobart
Mercury (Hobart), Geelong Advertiser (Geelong), Northern Territory News (Darwin)
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Build game-changing disability activity hub
Toowoomba Chronicle, General News, 18/06/2026, Greg Johnson, Page 43

Last week i met with Jo Cherriman, Senior Manager of Advancement and Development in the Faculty
of Health, Medicine and Behavioural Sciences at The University of Queensland (UQ). Jo has visited
Toowoomba regularly in recent years, speaking to Rotary clubs and community about UQ's ambitions
to strengthen health care across our region.
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Doctors don't know why
Burnie Advocate, General News, 18/06/2026, Freddie Moffat, Page 1

Kim Barnes asks herself the same question every time she arrives to take care of her sister, Rebekah
Connolly. "Is she going to be alive?" Last August, the 37-year-old Acton support worker started having
trouble walking.
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NDIS participants highlight mental toll of navigating 'complex' system
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ABC Online, Other, 17/06/2026, Claudia Forsberg

It took three attempts and thousands of dollars in legal fees before Andrew Bretherton was finally
granted access to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). Mr Bretherton lives with a complex
biological illness called myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME), also known as chronic fatigue syndrome
(CFS), which he developed after catching glandular fever as a 26-year-old.

  Read More

Screening all 3- and 4-year-olds for developmental delay makes sense.
But diagnosing autism is different
Yahoo! News Australia, Other, 17/06/2026, David Trembath

Every child in Victoria will be offered free screening for developmental delay under a plan the state
government announced last week. But while some media outlets have reported children will be
screened for autism, it's actually much broader.

  Read More

Disabled people working inside government, I see you
The Mandarin, Other, 17/06/2026, Emma Bennison

The past few weeks have been some of the hardest many people with disability have experienced in a
long time. The public debate surrounding proposed reforms to the NDIS has been intense.

  Read More
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Doctors raise alarm on pharmacist prescribing powers
Sydney Morning Herald, General News, 18/06/2026, Rachel Rasker, Page 8

A national coalition of doctors, nurses and a pharmacy boss has spoken out against what it calls a lack
of oversight of the rushed moves that have given pharmacists the power to prescribe medications,
saying it puts patients at risk of complications. The open letter, signed by the Royal Australian College
of General Practitioners, the Australian Medical Association, the Australian College of Nurse
Practitioners, and the chief executive of Choice Chemist, was sent to state and federal health ministers
and the Pharmacy Guild of Australia on Thursday.
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Timebomb as allergic kids stuck on waitlist
Adelaide Advertiser, General News, 18/06/2026, Lauren Novak, Page 12

Parents of children with worrying signs of allergic reactions are waiting at least a year to see a
specialist and "up to three years" in the public health system as allergy rates soar. In the meantime,
babies and toddlers are living with "anaphylactic timebombs", as one anxious parent put it.
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Budget 2026: The industry's response
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Page 6

A mixed response from Australia's pharmacy sector followed Treasurer Jim Chalmers' delivery of the
federal budget. The expanded childhood vaccine access was welcomed, but concerns were raised
about medicine safety funding, access to innovative therapies, medicine shortages, and workforce
pressures.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

PSA: uniting and strengthening our voice
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Divya Lal, Page 26

There are more than 42,000 of you, who, like me, are on the frontline of medication management and
patient safety. While some of us review prescriptions, attend ward rounds, counsel patients, and
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collaborate with prescribers, others administer vaccinations, prescribe medications, or provide care to
patients in residential settings.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Queensland moves online pharmacy legislation
Australian Journal of Pharmacy, Other, 17/06/2026, Nicholas O’Donoghue

State government introduces legislation to strengthen pharmacy ownership laws. Queensland's
Crisafulli government is moving legislation to tight restrictions around online pharmacies, with a
proposed amendment to the Pharmacy Business Ownership Act 2024.

  Read More

Reinforce inhaler technique: Rigby
Australian Journal of Pharmacy, Other, 17/06/2026, Nicholas O’Donoghue

National Asthma Council releases updated Australian Asthma Handbook with two additional resources
to assist pharmacists to support their patients. Pharmacists can now access an updated quick
reference guide (QRG), and a comprehensive inhaler technique of people with asthma and COPD
information paper from the National Asthma Council.

  Read More

UTS to make VR violence prevention training mandatory for nursing
students
Australian Nursing & Midwifery Journal, Other, 17/06/2026, Natalie Dragon

In an Australian first, the University of Technology Sydney will make immersive virtual reality training in
aggression and violence prevention mandatory as part of preparation for clinical placements. From
2027, all first-year nursing students at UTS will undertake mandatory VR training in violence-prevention
before they go on placement.

  Read More
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POPULATION HEALTH

New deprescribing guideline for older adults
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Cat Woods, Page 40

Deprescribing refers to the planned withdrawal of medicines causing harm or not helping an individual.
Though this practice is typically the responsibility of a GP, a pharmacist can play a vital role in auditing
a patient's prescriptions, discussing the benefits and disadvantages of specific medications with the
patient, and identifying problematic polypharmacy and high-risk prescribing in situations where patients
are not disclosing the extent of their prescriptions to their doctor, or the patient is unwilling or unable to
make an appointment with their doctor.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Gut intent: Support for better bellies
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Luise Fitton, Page 44

Every day, customers visit our pharmacy looking for advice about bloating, constipation, diarrhoea,
reflux, abdominal discomfort, antibiotic-related gut upset, or simply wanting to improve their gut health.
It's one of the most common health conversations we have, but it's also one of the areas where
customers can feel overwhelmed by trends, conflicting advice, and product claims.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Raising the volume on silent reflux
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Margaret Mielczarek, Page 50

Laryngopharyngeal reflux (LPR) occurs when the acid-driven stomach contents travel (reflux) back
through the oesophagus into the throat, says Dr Andrew Taylor, gastroenterologist at Queensland
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Gastroenterology. He notes that it's often referred to as 'silent reflux' as it may not present with the
classic symptoms of gastro-oesophageal reflux disease (GORD) such as heartburn, indigestion, and
regurgitation.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Doctors missed Joyce’s pregnancy, called it depression. Meet the new
AI app that’s fighting medical ‘gaslighting’
The Australian, Other, 11/08/2025, Jared Lynch

In her third year of medical school, Ariella Heffernan-Marks was struck with chronic migraines but when
she went to the doctor for help, she was told her pain was from anxiety. Another doctor told Joyce Jaio
she couldn’t be pregnant, only to later find out she was actually halfway through her pregnancy.

  Read More

New video game in Australian schools teaches students about the
danger of allergies – and could save a child's life
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 17/06/2026, Darcy Fitzgerald

Sydney mother Claire Jenkins, 51, once packed 11kg of snacks on an international trip for her son
Gene. "I couldn't bear the thought of Gene being hungry and not having something safe to eat," she
said.

Also reported by: The Courier Mail (Online), Adelaide Now (Online)

  Read More

'Her loss is still very raw': why a Newcastle man is walking for MND
Newcastle Herald, Other, 17/06/2026, Jessica Belzycki

It had been just under two weeks since Tony Houlcroft lost his wife Narelle to motor neurone disease
when he laced up his sneakers and walked in her honour. "Her loss is still very raw for me and the
family and I am missing her as anybody would after a good marriage of 40 years," Mr Houlcroft said.

  Read More

When menopause and night shift collide: New study seeks answers
Australian Nursing & Midwifery Journal, Other, 17/06/2026

In one of the first studies of its kind, Adelaide University researchers are investigating how menopause
and shift work interact, and whether women working night shifts, rotating rosters and other irregular
schedules face additional health and wellbeing challenges. The study will compare women’s
experiences of sleep, fatigue, health, wellbeing and workplace performance across perimenopause,
menopause and post-menopause, and across different work schedules, from standard daytime hours
to night and rotating shifts.

  Read More

Egg allergy rates declining in Australia
Australian Nursing & Midwifery Journal, Other, 17/06/2026, Natalie Dragon

Australian guidelines recommending egg be introduced into a child's diet in the first year of life have
seen the number of children with egg allergy drop by 17%. When Brisbane child health nurse Sarah
McKenzie meets new parents in her clinic, one question comes up again and again: "When should we
start eggs?

  Read More

Does NRT work for everyone?
Australian Pharmacist, Other, 17/06/2026, Jennifer Kyi

Nicotine replacement therapy (NRT) aims to reduce cravings and withdrawal symptoms by delivering
nicotine in a safer, slower release form than smoking. NRT is a first-line pharmacotherapy for smoking
cessation if clinically appropriate, and is shown to be effective.

  Read More
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CHRONIC CONDITIONS AND SCREENING

Screening success
Herald Sun, General News, 18/06/2026, Page 18

The bowel cancer mortality rate among Australians aged 50-74 has nearly halved in the 20 years since
the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program was launched. The Australian Institute of Health and
Welfare says those who take part in the program, which began in 2006, are more likely to have bowel
cancer detected at an earlier stage, improving their chances of survival.

Also reported by: Adelaide Advertiser (Adelaide), Geelong Advertiser (Geelong), Toowoomba Chronicle
(Toowoomba)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

More Aussies screening for bowel cancer
West Australian, General News, 18/06/2026, Hannah Cross, Page 8

Uptake of the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program is slowly improving with more than four in five
participants returning to screen again. Latest figures from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
revealed an estimated 6941 new cases of bowel cancer were diagnosed in Australians aged 50 to 74
in 2025 - almost half (47 per cent) of all bowel cancer diagnoses.

Also reported by: West Australian (Online), Kalgoorlie Miner (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Men's forgotten cancer shame
West Australian, General News, 18/06/2026, Page 18

Nearly 70 per cent of Australians believe prostate cancer receives less public attention and investment
than other major cancers. Prostate cancer is Australia's most commonly diagnosed cancer and one of
the nation's leading causes of cancer death.

Also reported by: Toowoomba Chronicle (Toowoomba)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Sugar code for our cells
Geelong Advertiser, General News, 18/06/2026, Page 45

Scientists have found that hidden health signals coating your cells could change medicine forever. An
Edith Cowan University study shows sugar molecules in the body may reveal disease long before it's
detected.

Also reported by: Toowoomba Chronicle (Toowoomba)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

The scourge of type 1 diabetes
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Sue Holzberger, Page 54

In Australia, more than 145,000 people were living with diagnosed type 1 diabetes (T1D) in January
2026. This is about 10 per cent of all people with diabetes in this country.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

ABC Radio Hobart, Afternoons, 17/06/2026, Joel Rheinberger
Interview with Dr Christopher Middleton, gastroenterologist and head of the endoscopy unit at the
Royal Hobart Hospital. Middleton discusses bowel cancer screening and prevention, explaining that the
National Bowel Cancer Screening program uses at-home tests to detect tiny amounts of blood in poo
that may indicate polyps or early disease. He says that about one in 13 Australians will develop bowel
cancer in their lifetime, adding that people aged 50 to 74 are invited to screening every two years.

Interview continues on: ABC Radio Hobart (Hobart)
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MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE PREVENTION

Neglecting the needy
West Australian, General News, 18/06/2026, Jessica Page, Page 3

Years after the State was warned its mental health care was failing children and costing lives, a report
has blasted government inaction and flagged an array of issues remaining in the system. Auditor-
General Caroline Spencer's damning assessment found just one of 32 recommendations had been
fully implemented since a ministerial task force released its report in 2022.

Also reported by: West Australian (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Break-up toll more serious
West Australian, General News, 18/06/2026, Page 9

Men who experience an intimate partner relationship break-up or separation have significantly higher
rates of suicidal thoughts and attempts, even years later. In 2024, almost 31 per cent of men who
experienced a relationship breakdown in the previous year reported suicidal thoughts compared with
14 per cent of men who had not, according to Australian Institute of Family Studies research.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Pushing back for mental health
Newcastle Herald, General News, 18/06/2026, Jessica Belzycki, Page 1

A year after Alex Croft's father died by suicide, the then-12-year-old decided to take mental health
awareness into his own hands. "I lost my dad at a young age, that really hurt me deeply," he told the
Newcastle Herald.

Also reported by: Newcastle Herald (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Busselton and Bunbury hospitals included in State Government
suicidal crisis Aftercare Services Program
West Australian, Other, 17/06/2026, Madelin Hayes

The State Government has announced an aftercare program for people discharged from hospital
following a suicidal crisis, with Busselton Health Campus and Bunbury Regional Hospital named as
referral sites. The Aftercare Services Program will provide psychosocial support and help with
transitions into longer-term support.

  Read More

'No credible plan' for mental health overhaul promised after WA
teenager's death
ABC Online, Other, 17/06/2026, Keane Bourke and Nicolas Perpitch

More than six years after her daughter Kate died at just 13, Meron Savage says she has lost faith that
promises made by the WA government in the wake of the tragedy will ever be kept. Kate Savage took
her own life in 2020, moments after leaving an appointment with a Child and Adolescent Mental Health
Service clinic in Perth's southern suburbs.

  Read More

More support urged for men's suicide prevention as advocates call for
greater focus on situational distress
ABC Online, Other, 17/06/2026, Rachael Lucas

On an overcast, melancholy Friday morning, 2,500 lone boots and sneakers are spread out across an
oval in a regional town. Each represents one of the male suicides that occur across Australia each
year.

  Read More
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Recently single Australian men are seven times more likely to report a
suicide attempt, study shows
The Guardian, Other, 18/06/2026, Tory Shepherd

Men who have recently gone through a breakup are seven times more likely to report a suicide attempt
than those who haven’t, a new study shows. The Ten to Men project has followed more than 20,000
Australian men and identified the mental health risks in relationship breakdowns, which can include
changes in their contact with their children, in their finances, and in their support network.

  Read More

Woman says she ‘didn’t understand mental health’ before daughter
experiencing acute psychosis killed another child
The Guardian, Other, 17/06/2026

As a teenager descended into psychosis, killing animals, having visions and hearing voices, her mother
consulted a naturopath believing the girl's behaviour was due to a hormonal imbalance, an inquest has
been told. Two weeks after the 14-year-old confessed to her mother that she thought about killing
people "all the time", the girl killed 10-year-old Biddy Porter at a property in rural New South Wales.

  Read More

6PR, Afternoons, 17/06/2026, Tod Johnston
The WA Auditor-General's scathing report found that reforms aimed at improving child mental health
services were not delivered, with implementation gaps highlighted. Caroline Spencer noted that the
Mental Health Commission has only implemented one recommendation from a 2021 sector review,
making youth mental health treatment in Western Australia a major issue.
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IMMUNISATION

Needle-free flu vaccine rollout hits snag amid Queensland-wide stock
shortages
The Courier Mail, Other, 17/06/2026, Jackie Sinnerton

Needle-free flu vaccines that have been hailed by the government as the solution to improving abysmal
immunisation rates in children are unavailable across the state due to a stock distribution problem.
Heavy demand for the nasal spray alternative in pharmacies and doctors clinics has left some
providers without stock while others have a surplus.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Adelaide Now (Online)

  Read More

Channel 9, Nine News, 17/06/2026, Melissa Downes and Joel Dry
High demand for Queensland's first needle-free flu vaccine has quickly caused a stockout. The
Queensland Health Department has confirmed that they are redistributing FluMist suppliers to
practices.

  Play Now

4BC, Drive, 17/06/2026, Gary Hardgrave
Interview with Professor Paul Griffin, Director of Infectious Diseases at Mater Health Services. Griffin
discusses the needle-free flu vaccine nasal spray rollout, noting it has faced stock shortages and
logistical challenges in Queensland. He says vaccines remain available through GP clinics and
pharmacies, with needle-and-syringe alternatives still offered, and highlights low childhood uptake at
about 10–20 per cent vaccinated.
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HEALTH ECONOMICS & RESEARCH

Local research shows gold standard
Age, General News, 18/06/2026, Melissa Cunningham, Page 14

Treatment for golden staph is set to undergo a radical shake-up following landmark research that found
a commonly used antibiotic carries a lower survival rate and elevated risk of severe side effects. In a
world-first clinical trial, an international team of researchers led by the Doherty Institute in Melbourne
found the standard frontline antibiotic used for decades should no longer be the default treatment to
fight the bug which kills 1000 Australians every year.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Channel 7, Seven News, 17/06/2026, Peter Mitchell
New research has found that people who enjoy the flavour and aroma of onions are more likely to have
lower blood pressure and a lower risk of developing type 2 diabetes. Researchers at the University of
Queensland investigated scent and taste genes, developing a framework to better understand how diet
influences disease.

  Play Now

Channel 9, Nine News, 17/06/2026, Peter Overton
A research team is testing a new 'Australian First' app that tracks everyday heart attack triggers such
as anger, anxiety, vigorous exercise, respiratory infections, heavy meals, and pollution, and provides
immediate responses such as behavioural techniques and medications like aspirin and propranolol for
participants over 40 with existing disease or multiple risk factors at Royal North Shore Hospital, North
Shore Private, and Westmead. The feasibility study is intended to inform a larger national trial, noting
that heart attacks account for nearly one in 25 deaths in Australia.

  Play Now

Channel 10, 10 News, 17/06/2026, Hugh Riminton
Researchers at the University of Queensland are creating rare natural sugars by converting raw sugar
into low-calorie alternatives that behave similarly to regular sugar. These sugars, which occur naturally
in fruits but are costly to produce, have been supported in a research collaboration highlighted by
Queensland Assistant Minister for Education Julian Hill.
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FIRST NATIONS HEALTH

Qld government accused of removing Aboriginal people from health
roles in 'Project Invisibility'
ABC Online, Other, 17/06/2026, Kenji Sato and Ellen Fanning

The Queensland government has breached its own laws by failing to appoint Indigenous leaders on the
state's health and hospital boards, part of what insiders say is a concerted campaign dubbed "Project
Invisibility". The existence of Project Invisibility was first revealed on 612 ABC by Joshua Creamer, who
was sacked when the state government scrapped the Truth Telling and Healing Inquiry he chaired.

  Read More
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New co-designed pregnancy app Dangudbila set to improve maternity
care across the Top End
National Indigenous Times, Other, 17/06/2026, Phoebe Blogg

A new digital pregnancy education app, Dangudbila , is set to transform how maternity care information
is delivered to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women across the Top End. Developed by Menzies
School of Health Research in partnership with the Avant Foundation, Australian Preterm Birth
Prevention Alliance and Monash University Action Lab, the app has been created with and for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women from across the region, ensuring it reflects their voices,
experiences, and needs.
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PUBLIC HOSPITAL AND HEALTH REFORM

Women forced to labour in RDH tearoom, run-down wards as NT
government shuts down calls for new hospital
ABC Online, Other, 17/06/2026, Roxanne Fitzgerald

It has been almost a year since Tessa Czislowski spent hours labouring in a tearoom, before staff
moved her to a "run-down" birthing room inside the Northern Territory's biggest public hospital. The
Darwin mother was already experiencing intense contractions by the time she reached Royal Darwin
Hospital (RDH) on a busy night in June last year.

  Read More

ABC Radio Perth, Statewide Mornings, 17/06/2026, Nadia Mitsopoulos
Interview with WA Opposition Leader Basil Zempilas. [...] Zempilas discusses using the St John of God
Mount Lawley facility for aged care capacity to reduce ambulance ramping, including transferring
elderly patients from Royal Perth Hospital. He also calls for planning to convert King Edward Memorial
Hospital into a transitional aged care facility with up to 200 beds and outlines plans for a new Yanchep
Hospital with 250 beds alongside an upgrade to Joondalup Hospital.

  Play Now

FIVEAA, Mornings, 17/06/2026, Graeme Goodings
Interview with Ben Harris, Director of Policy and Research at Private Healthcare Australia. Harris
discusses concerns that proposed reductions to private health insurance rebates for older Australians
may lead to higher premiums and an estimated 200,000 people downgrading cover. He also warns that
increases of up to 8 per cent for over-70s could push more people out of private cover and increase
pressure on public hospitals and waiting times.
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CHIEF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY OFFICE

ABC News, ABC Nightly News, 17/06/2026, Yvonne Yong
News But Mal Meninga's men proved too strong, sealing an historic win at the MCG South Australia's
Upper House has passed a bill to restrict access to late-term abortion. The legislation passed 10 votes
to 9 this afternoon with the support of three newly elected One Nation MPs.

  Play Now

Channel 7, Seven News, 17/06/2026, Rosanna Mangiarelli and Will
Goodings
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South Australia's Upper House passed Sarah Game's late-term abortion bill by a vote of 10-9 that
would limit terminations after 25 weeks, the third attempt since 2024 after a similar bill was defeated six
months before. The bill now moves to the lower house, where MPs will vote on their conscience, with
the government attempting to address it and anti-abortion activists indicating they will continue to
oppose it.

Similar coverage reported by: ABC News (Sydney)
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HEALTH WORKFORCE

'Insulting' wage offer sparks 24-hour strike
Ballarat Courier, General News, 18/06/2026, Michelle Smith, Page 3

Allied health workers from Grampians Health have joined colleagues from public health services across
the state to strike for 24 hours as negotiations for better pay and conditions break down.
Radiographers, physiotherapists, podiatrists, hospital pharmacists, psychologists, occupational
therapists, medical scientists, social workers, dietitians and sonographers stopped work from midnight
on Monday night.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Allied health workers from Goulburn Valley joined state-wide strike
Shepparton News Online, Other, 17/06/2026, Ashley Darling

Allied health workers from the Goulburn Valley joined thousands of their colleagues from across
Victoria in strike action for fair pay on Tuesday, June 16. Thirteen staff members from GV Health
travelled together on a bus to Melbourne to join the protest on the steps of the Victorian parliament,
representing around 100 colleagues in the Goulburn Valley.

  Read More

Channel 10, 10 News, 17/06/2026, Kate Freebairn
As part of rolling industrial action over a 16-month pay dispute with SA Health and the state
government, hundreds of nurses and midwives at Flinders Medical Centre in South Australia will strike
for 24 hours starting tomorrow. The union says the government's 6 per cent interim pay rise is
uncompetitive due to staffing shortages and workload pressures, with another Royal Adelaide Hospital
strike expected in two weeks. SA Health says rosters have been adjusted to protect patients, and no
surgeries or elective procedures will be affected.
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Channel 9, Nine News, 17/06/2026, Brenton Ragless
African officials say the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo could become the
deadliest on record. There have been nearly 200 fatalities so far, with thousands potentially exposed to
the virus but have not been traced or contacted.
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Expanding clinical practice and patient outcomes
Retail Pharmacy, General News, 01/06/2026, Haysam Jarid, Page 42

Integrated healthcare is increasingly shaping community pharmacy practice, positioning pharmacists
as key members of multidisciplinary healthcare teams. Rather than operating as isolated dispensers of
medicines, pharmacists are now actively involved in coordinated, patient-centred care alongside GPs,
nurses, and allied health professionals.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Biocurious: Entropy rides a supportive wave towards psychedelic drug
approval
The Australian, Other, 17/06/2026, Tim Boreham

Entropy Neurodynamics (ASX:ENP) CEO Jason Carroll fervently hopes that a rival psilocybin-based
psychedelic drug developer wins US Food & Drug Administration (FDA) approval this year. [...] After
consulting with the industry, the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) now has proposed that
properly qualified non-psychiatrists (such as nurses) can attend the sessions.

Also reported by: The Courier Mail (Online), Adelaide Now (Online)

  Read More

Weight loss drugs and sex drive: Inside the vastly different impacts
users are experiencing
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 17/06/2026, Ashleigh Gleeson

Emily Debrincat says losing interest in sex was one of multiple side effects she experienced while
taking Wegovy for 12 months. [...] Australia's medicines watchdog, the Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA), meanwhile has had four notifications about men suffering from erectile
dysfunction while taking GLP-1 Wegovy, the same drug as Ozempic that gets prescribed at a different
dose.

Also reported by: The Courier Mail (Online), Adelaide Now (Online)

  Read More

Fines issued for illegal cosmetic injectables
Australian Journal of Pharmacy, Other, 17/06/2026

The TGA says close to $20,000 in fines were paid after unapproved pre-filled syringes were imported
into the country. The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) has fined a Victoria-based nurse and
another individual in the state for allegedly importing unapproved cosmetic injectables unlawfully.
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