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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

o The Sunday Telegraph (page 5) reports Minister for Health and Ageing Mark Butler is
overseeing the rollout of the Childhood Immunisation Campaign and the Winter Vaccination
Campaign to improve childhood immunisation coverage after data showed vaccination rates for
two-year-olds have failed the 95 per cent target for the sixth consecutive year.

o The Sunday Mail Brisbane (page 8) reports the Federal Government is being urged to
facilitate more discharge pathways for over 1400 long-stay patients who remain in Queensland
hospitals waiting to access the NDIS or aged care accommodation. While ramping figures show
a recent reduction to 37.7 per cent, individual wait times at major facilities have exceeded
seven hours.

o The Sunday Telegraph (page 3) reports the NDIA has implemented an inactive plan manager
initiative to prevent criminals from using dormant service providers to defraud the NDIS after a
man allegedly claimed more than 1.5 million dollars in five days.

o The Sunday Mail Adelaide (page 3) reports the Adelaide BiomeBank, supported by the MRFF,
recently secured a 15 million dollar investment to bring human-derived probiotics to
international markets, including the restoration of gut microbiomes essential for human health.

o The Sunday Herald Sun (page 9) reports the Australasian College of Dermatologists reports
that population ageing and rising skin cancer rates are increasing service demand, while less
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than 10 per cent of practitioners are located in remote areas to support regional objectives.

o The Sun Herald (page 6) reports the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital has launched a collaborative
maternity model with private-endorsed midwives to provide Medicare-covered antenatal and
postpartum care while utilizing public hospital facilities for delivery.

o The Sunday Examiner (page 7) reports the Australian Council on Smoking and Health has
ranked Tasmania last among the states for its efforts to combat the illicit tobacco trade, while
the Federal Government continues to monitor state-level enforcement and licensing reforms
aimed at decreasing the daily smoking rate.

MINISTER BUTLER

Push to arrest vax rate decline
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 26/04/2026, Madeleine Bower, Page 5

Australia's wall of immunity is cracking as vaccination rates for both children and the elderly continue to
decline, leaving the nation's most vulnerable exposed to a significant backslide in preventable disease.
National childhood immunisation coverage has failed to meet the federal government's 95 per cent
target for six years, with vaccination rates across the country continuing to go backwards.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Adelaide Now (Online),
The Mercury (Online), Townsville Bulletin (Online)

Read Plain Text Read More

Noble NDIS ripped off by shysters and shonks

Sunday Telegraph, General News, 26/04/2026, Peta Credlin, Page 23

The Albanese government wants you to believe that it's serious about reforming the NDIS to end the
waste and the rorts that have already quadrupled the cost and doubled the numbers on this very poorly
designed (but necessary) scheme. Federal Health Minister Mark Butler says that these changes (which
have not actually been specified) will save $35bn over the forward estimates.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), The Courier Mail (Online), The Mercury (Online), Northern
Territory News (Online)

Read Plain Text Read More

Pharmacy Guild: keep a lid on cost of meds

Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 26/04/2026, Ellen Ransley, Page 8

The federal government has been told to extend its cheaper medicines policy to the end of the decade
as the Middle East conflict threatens to push the cost of prescriptions higher. [...] Health Minister Mark
Butler and Treasurer Jim Chalmers were contacted for comment.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Mail Adelaide
(Adelaide), The Mercury (Online), Gold Coast Bulletin (Online)

Read Plain Text Read More

'Fraud triangle' is crushing our trust
Sun Herald, General News, 26/04/2026, Parnell Palme Mcguinness, Page 27

On Thursday morning, readers of The Sydney Morning Herald woke up to front-page fraud. The three
top stories were an overhaul of the NDIS to clear out shonky providers, announced the day before by
Health and Disability Minister Mark Butler; millions of dollars being laundered through poker machines
by people whose occupations could not justify the possession of such large sums; and the alleged
pilfering of $1.5 million in cash and purchases from billionaire Judith Neilson by her private secretary.

Read Plain Text Read More

How the NDIS grew to four times the size that was expected
ABC Online, Other, 25/04/2026, Tom Crowley

This week, Health Minister Mark Butler outlined plans for sweeping cuts to the National Disability
Insurance Scheme, saying it was costing taxpayers far more than was first intended and its future was
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at risk without a course correction. The claim that the NDIS is costing too much has been a feature of
public debate for a while now. But it is difficult to assess without historical context.

Read More

Bad time to be a baby boomer as ‘intergenerational equity' budget
looms

Countryman, Other, 25/04/2026, Michelle Grattan

Politically, it's a very bad time to be a baby boomer. [...] When on Wednesday Health Minister Mark

Butler announced the government would scrap the top-up private health insurance subsidy for those
over 65, brought in by John Howard, he cast the decision in generational equity terms.

Read More

The NDIS is under attack and we need to fight back
Green Left Weekly, Other, 25/04/2026, Gabrielle McCutcheon
The Australian government has spent years telling us the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

is broken. [...] Health minister Mark Butler announced the most significant cuts to the NDIS since the
scheme began at the National Press Club on April 22.

Read More

Labor announces massive cuts to the National Disability Insurance
Scheme

Honi Soit, Other, 25/04/2026

On Wednesday 22nd April Mark Butler, Minister for Disability and the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) and Minister for Health and Ageing addressed the National Press Club of Australia,
detailing massive cuts to the NDIS. The NDIS exists to fund goods and services related to disability
support "to gain more time with family and friends, greater independence, access to new skills, jobs, or
volunteering in their community, and an improved quality of life."

Read More

Warning: older Australians are becoming the budget's easiest target —
and Mark Butler just fired the first shot

Starts at 60, Other, 26/04/2026, Brian Crisp

| have spent a career writing about places worth visiting. But this week | want to talk about a place that
deserves scrutiny: the intersection of Canberra politics and your retirement. [...] Health Minister Mark
Butler stood at the National Press Club and announced that the additional private health insurance
subsidy for Australians over 65 — introduced by John Howard and income-tested, meaning it went to
those who needed it — would be scrapped.

Read More

NDIS eligibility will be based on ‘functional capacity’, not diagnostic
labels. But what does that mean?

The Australia Today, Other, 25/04/2026, Georgia van Toorn

This week the government unveiled plans to reduce the number of people in the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) by 160,000 over the next four years, a decision NDIS Minister Mark Butler

has called "hard" but "unavoidable and urgent". This reduction will rely on tightening the eligibility
criteria.

Read More

Today's bloated NDIS would never have been greenlit, its former head
says. How did we get here?

The Guardian, Other, 25/04/2026, Sarah Basford & Dan Jervis-Bardy

The national disability insurance scheme was a Labor vision brought to life with the Coalition's
blessing, an act of political bi-partisanship that would change the lives of millions of Australians and
their families. [...] The health minister, Mark Butler, is blaming the cost blowouts and allegedly fraying
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public support for the NDIS on a combination of design flaws and implementation failures, including a
lack of regulation of a "free-for-all" market that made it vulnerable to unscrupulous operators.

Also reported by: Brisbane Times (Online), WA Today (Online)

Read More

NDIS fraud crackdown will flip rules on their head for ‘let it rip’ provider
marketNDIS fraud crackdown will flip rules on their head for ‘let it rip'
provider market

The World Observer, Other, 26/04/2026, More By

A plan to recover as much as $4.6 billion a year going out the door of the National Disability Insurance
Scheme to criminal fraud, inflated invoices and incorrect payments could wipe out many NDIS
providers unable to afford stricter compliance, the sector warns. NDIS Minister Mark Butler has
announced reforms that will flip the current disability scheme on its head, reversing a trend where most
support providers are unregistered and the agency has little visibility over most claims to one where
claims must be proven before they are paid, and most providers must prove they have the necessary
skills and business practices to offer services.

Read More

47277, Brisbane Line (Tuesday and Saturday), 25/04/2026, Comperes

Federal Health Minister Mark Butler has announced that there would be significant reforms to the
National Disability Insurance Scheme at the National Press Club, with new eligibility rules projected to
cut 160,000 plan participants. NDIS participants and their families have raised concerns about what
these new reforms will mean.

Play Now
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MINISTER MCALLISTER

NDIS fraud accused allegedly left participant with no funds after $1.5m
scheme
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 25/04/2026, Madeleine Bower & Eliza Barr

An alleged organised crime associate allegedly fleeced the NDIS of more than $1.5m in five days by
claiming on unsuspecting participants' plans and splashing the proceeds on OnlyFans, sunbeds and
cryptocurrency. [...] NDIS Minister Jenny McAllister said the arrest was the latest in a major crackdown
of NDIS fraudsters.

Read More

Labor announces massive cuts to the National Disability Insurance
Scheme
Honi Soit, Other, 25/04/2026

On Wednesday 22nd April Mark Butler, Minister for Disability and the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) and Minister for Health and Ageing addressed the National Press Club of Australia,
detailing massive cuts to the NDIS. The NDIS exists to fund goods and services related to disability
support "to gain more time with family and friends, greater independence, access to new skills, jobs, or
volunteering in their community, and an improved quality of life."

Read More
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AGEING AND AGED CARE

An aged care mistake that could cost you thousands

Sunday Telegraph, Business News, 26/04/2026, Noel Whittaker, Page 34

Aged care is fast becoming one of Australia's biggest industries, with an annual budget topping $50bn.
The scale of the challenge was laid bare this week, with the federal government set to spend $1bn just
to fund basic support like showering, dressing and continence care.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Adelaide Now (Online),
Northern Territory News (Online), The Mercury (Online), Sunday Times (Perth)

Read Plain Text Read More

'Feel like number’
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 26/04/2026, Brad Crouch, Page 17

New research from Flinders University backs the Sunday Mail and The Advertiser's Care Repair
campaign, showing the federal government's aged care system is failing vulnerable elderly people. It
comes as the May 12 federal budget moves to slug over-65s with higher private health insurance
premiums are predicted to lead to tens of thousands of older Australians dropping their cover to rely on
the besieged public system.

Read Plain Text Read More
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DISABILITY AND CARERS

$1.5m allegedly ripped off NDIS despite ‘inactive' company
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 26/04/2026, Madeleine Bower, Page 3

An alleged organised crime associate who is accused of fleecing the NDIS of more than $1.5m in five
days was able to successfully do so despite the company he was running being listed as inactive and
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having no clients. The Telegraph earlier revealed that Bankstown man Alan Macdonald had been
arrested by federal police this week.

Read Plain Text Read More

Mum's fear for future

Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 26/04/2026, Karen Grace Prince, Page 16

The Albanese government's bombshell announcement this week about looming NDIS funding cuts and
stricter reassessments has left countless families in the system reeling, including Adelaide mum Paula
Clarke. Ms Clarke, 50, from Hallett Cove, has tirelessly spent years caring for her 16-year-old son
Nash, who was diagnosed with autism at the age of two.

Read Plain Text Read More

Wheels in motion for real inclusion
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 26/04/2026, David Goldsmith, Page 24

Raw numbers alone are almost enough to illustrate why South Australia needs an Office for Autism.
2022 ABS data indicates more than 290,000 Australians about 1 per cent of the population are autistic,
while one in four have an autistic family member.

Read Plain Text Read More

'We have a shared interest': Treasurer Jim Chalmers says NDIS
changes will save the ACT $50 million

Canberra Times, Other, 25/04/2026, Dana Daniel

The act government will bank $50 million in savings from the Albanese government's decision to
Treasury modelling shows. Treasurer Jim Chalmers wrote to his ACT counterpart Chris Steel to
highlight the figure as he pushes states and territories to back the controversial plan, which requires
them to fill gaps in services locally for 160,000 Australians to be moved off the scheme.

Read More

Provider welcomes NDIS reform
Sunraysia Daily, Other, 25/04/2026, Lochlainn Heley

Support provider Mallee Family Care is pushing for rural and regional community protections after
recently supporting the Australian Government’s long-term sustainability commitment of the National
Disability Insurance Scheme. The government released its recent reform package this week, following
ongoing debates about the confidence in the NDIS's growth.

Read More

2GB, Weekends, 25/04/2026, Luke Grant

Interview with The Australian National Editor Dennis Shanahan, on the Federal Government facing
pushback over proposed changes to the NDIS. Shanahan says the Federal Government has to make
changes to the NDIS because it already spends more than Medicare. He notes that there is a chance
for the Federal Government and the Coalition to curb a scheme that is out of control.
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PRIMARY CARE

‘Best of both worlds' for new mums
Sun Herald, General News, 26/04/2026, Kate Aubusson, Page 6

Pregnant women can get free pregnancy and postpartum care with a private endorsed midwife and
give birth at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital under a new model dubbed the best of both worlds. The
NSW-first program is designed to give women the benefits of having the same private-practising,
endorsed midwife throughout their pregnancy and for eight weeks postpartum, as well as access to the
facilities of a major public birthing hospital.
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A sight for sore eyes
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 26/04/2026, Brad Crouch, Page 31

People aged over 40 are emerging as one of the fastest-growing groups seeking laser-vision
correction, as advances in technology allow treatment not just for distance but for reading vision as
well, according to leading ophthalmologist Dr Aanchal Gupta. [...] Dr Gupta, the founder of Ivision
Laser, in Dulwich, was the first surgeon in Australia to perform the Allotex corneal inlay, and the first to
introduce Zeiss Presbyond laser-blended vision to South Australia for people experiencing declining
near vision due to presbyopia.

Read Plain Text Read More

Pharmacy prescribing no fix for a sick system
Sunday Territorian, General News, 26/04/2026, Dayna Duncan, Page 19

The Australian healthcare system is not fit for purpose. The leading causes of death in Australia heart
disease, stroke, lung cancer and COPD all require preventative and long-term continuous care, but the
current Medicare structure financially rewards short consults and quick fixes.

Read Plain Text Read More
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First raid after years of tobacco inaction

Sunday Canberra Times, General News, 26/04/2026, Nieve Walton, Page 14

A canberra property owner is relieved the ACT regulators and police have finally taken action on illegal
tobacco. A number of raids have taken place across Canberra over the past week, after this masthead
reported the widespread sale of black market tobacco across the territory and the lack of response
from regulators.

Also reported by: Canberra Times (Online)
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Action finally taken on illegal tobacco
Sunday Canberra Times, Editorials, 26/04/2026, Page 41

For years, Canberrans raised the alarm about the brazen proliferation of illegal tobacco shops across
the capital. Residents diligently sent letters, wrote emails, and made phone calls to local authorities.

Read Plain Text Read More

Tas at back of pack on illegal tobacco

Sunday Examiner, General News, 26/04/2026, Owen Sinclair, Page 7

Tasmania has been ranked last out of all states for its performance on shutting down trade in illicit
tobacco, as authorities await greater powers to shut down business selling the untaxed product. The
Australian Council on Smoking and Health's National lllicit Tobacco Ladder has ranked each Australian
state and territory on their performance shutting down the illicit trade.

Read Plain Text Read More

Australian Council on Smoking and Health ranks Northern Territory
bottom in the country for response to illicit tobacco

Northern Territory News, Other, 25/04/2026, Harry Brill

The Northern Territory has been branded as the worst performing jurisdiction in the fight against illicit
tobacco, with a new report urging the Territory to introduce tighter controls and stronger enforcement
powers. The analysis, conducted by the Australian Council on Smoking and Health, found the Territory
was "totally off pace" compared to the rest of the nation following a state-by-state assessment.

Also reported by: Adelaide Now (Online), The Courier Mail (Online), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online),
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CHRONIC CONDITIONS AND SCREENING

The Australian app How to live longer: why brain fog's a signal
something's not right
The Australian, Other, 25/04/2026, Penny Timms

It's often described as trying to think through mud. Concentration becomes difficult, focus is impossible,
and remembering facts or words feels like a task of gargantuan proportion.

Read More

Voluntary assisted dying advocates credit awareness raised by James
Valentine and his family

ABC Online, Other, 25/04/2026, Isabella Ross

A master behind the microphone, James Valentine's legacy from effortlessly connecting with audiences
to spotlighting jazz now extends to raising critical awareness of voluntary assisted dying (VAD). [...] For
someone who revelled in finding joy in the ordinary and bringing humanity to radio, one of Valentine's
final wishes was to make it publicly known his choice to access NSW's VAD laws.

Read More

The genetic test that can catch cancer early and why Phil wants it to be
free
The Senior, Other, 25/04/2026, Carla Mascarenhas

When Phillip Dance was finally shown his scans, the answer was immediate and devastating, now he's
part of a fight that would see his daughter get help early. [...] Mr Dance's diagnosis is terminal but he
hopes by telling his story a genetic test that can catch cancer early will be made free by the federal
government.

Read More
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MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE PREVENTION

How having a hobby might be the key to a well-rounded life

Sunday Age, General News, 26/04/2026, Angus Holland, Page 24

Everybody should have a hobby, Winston Churchill famously declared, ideally two or three. [...] Indeed,
there is a body of evidence that suggests what might be seen as frivolous extracurricular activities--
quilting, choir singing, bush dancing, boat-building, restoring motorcycles, whatever-- can maintain our
mental health and, in particular, improve our ability to focus for long periods.

Read Plain Text Read More

Red lines and the red flags
Sunday Telegraph, Sport, 26/04/2026, Pamela Whaley, Page 100

Looking at her baby now, Shannon Mato couldn't believe what she was thinking. She doubted her
relationship, her readiness for motherhood, the stability of her career, and sadly, herself, as she
grappled with prenatal anxiety and depression.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane),
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Healthy deposit to fight illness

Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 26/04/2026, Brad Crouch, Page 3

Adelaide’s "stool bank", which pioneered faecal transplants to transfer good microbes from healthy
people to sick patients, will supply probiotics to pharmacies in a landmark deal. [...] BiomeBank was
started by Adelaide gastroenterologists Professor Rob Bryant and Associate Professor Sam Costello in
2018 with seed funding from The Hospital Research Foundation Group.

Read Plain Text Read More

SA's ‘super seven' researchers developing life-changing cancer
breakthroughs
Daily Telegraph Australia, Other, 25/04/2026, Brad Crouch

South Australia's emerging stars of cancer research are developing breakthroughs that will make
treatments more successful here and across the globe. [...] They have also landed a combined $1.86m
for potentially life changing research through the Cancer Council SA Research Fellowship program.

Also reported by: Northern Territory News (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), The Mercury (Online),
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PUBLIC HOSPITAL AND HEALTH REFORM

8 hours on a stretcher

Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 26/04/2026, Taylah Fellows, Page 8

Patients are waiting in ambulances outside Queensland hospitals for up to eight hours, new figures
reveal, as the state government blames more than 1400 long-stay patients clogging beds and choking
emergency departments. Government documents showing the worst ramping cases recorded at all 26
major hospitals during January have revealed shocking wait times ranging between five and eight
hours.

Also reported by: The Courier Mail (Online),
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Surgery surges as skin help runs thin
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 26/04/2026, Rebecca Whitfield-Baker, Page 9

National blowouts in dermatology waiting lists are pushing more skin cancer patients into operating
theatres for plastic surgery, an expert says. Veteran surgeon Richard Hamilton, who has been
practising for more than 30 years, says that, increasingly, patients are opting to be treated privately by
a plastic surgeon rather than wait to be seen in the public system, including those without private
health.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Adelaide (Adelaide), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), The Courier Mail
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'We are terrified': nurses speak out about lack of resources at John

Hunter
Newcastle Herald, Other, 25/04/2026, Damon Cronshaw

John Hunter Hospital nurses fear heavier workloads and more burnout over the Minns government's
failure to fund more beds at the site. Rosie Dewil, the hospital's branch president for the NSW Nurses
and Midwives' Association, said "every day we're short 40 to 65 beds across the hospital”.

Read More
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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT AND ACCESS

Mounjaro, diabetes and weight loss drug, won't be listed on PBS after

negotiations collapse
7News.com.au, Other, 25/04/2026

Australians using the popular diabetes and weight loss drug owner's have been dealt a blow, with
confirmation the medication won't be listed on the PBS for now. Around 450,000 Australians will miss
out on discounted access to the weekly injection after its manufacturer walked away from negotiations
with the federal government.

Read More
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MEDICARE BENEFITS AND DIGITAL HEALTH

Why Al medical scribes make sense for patients and doctors
The Australian, Other, 25/04/2026, Michael Gannon

Many readers will have been informed by their GP or other specialist in recent months that their
consultation is being recorded by an artificial intelligence scribe. There are potentially numerous
advantages for both the doctor and the patient from use of these new technologies.

Read More
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