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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Sunday Mail Brisbane (page 1) reports that Queensland medical researchers say
questionable funding decisions by the Australian Research Council, National Health and
Medical Research Council and Medical Research Future Fund are starving their disciplines of
vital support. Leading researchers wrote an open letter to Minister for Health Mark Butler, NDIS
Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae in March calling for more funds to
be released from the MRFF. Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph, Sunday Mail Adelaide,
Sunday Herald Sun, Sunday Tasmanian, Sunday Mail Brisbane

The Sun Herald (page 1) reports that psychologists say the increasing incidence of mental
health issues in young children is exacerbated by adults' well-meaning instinct to solve young
people's problems for them. Also reported by: Sunday Age, Sun Herald

The Sun Herald (page 1) reports experts are calling for a unified national framework for genetic
testing for common prostate cancers. Also reported by: Sunday Age

The Sunday Times (page 3) reports Murdoch University research suggests that health
education campaigns to warn young people of the dangers of vaping – such as the Department
of Health's recent Why Are We Still Doing This? campaign – are largely ineffective at changing
behaviours. 
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The Sun Herald (page 5) reports that the Federal Government's free RSV vaccination program
will include every Australian aged 75 and over and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
aged 60 and over from next month. Minister for Health Mark Butler urged eligible Australians "to
protect themselves and their community this winter by getting vaccinated against RSV." Also
reported by: Sunday Times, Daily Mail

The Sunday Mail Adelaide (page 5) reports that Angaston District Hospital's emergency
department has no on-site doctors for three days a week after the Local Health Network cut ties
with two locums over patient care concerns.  

The Sunday Times (page 9) reports that Ramsay Health Care has accepted a coroner's finding
that the death of 21-month-old Sandipan Dhar at Joondalup Health Campus emergency
department in 2024 was preventable with proper care. Also reported by: WA Today

 

MINISTER BUTLER

Elderly to receive free RSV shot
Sun Herald, General News, 19/04/2026, Mike Foley, Page 5

Free vaccinations for respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) will be available to older Australians from next
month, amid concerns about people catching the potentially serious virus from their grandchildren or in
aged care. [...] ''I encourage eligible Australians to protect themselves and their community this winter
by getting vaccinated against RSV,'' federal Health Minister Mark Butler said.

Also reported by: Sydney Morning Herald (Online), The Age (Online), Brisbane Times (Online), WA Today
(Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Free RSV jabs for elderly
Sunday Times, General News, 19/04/2026, Joe Spagnolo, Page 12

Pensioners aged 75 and over will soon be able to be vaccinated against the potentially deadly RSV
virus for free. [...] Federal Health Minister Mark Butler yesterday urged those eligible to take advantage
of the free vaccinations.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Free access to potentially life-saving jab for seniors
Daily Mail Australia, Other, 19/04/2026, John Kidman

RSV jabs are being made free for older Australians. The respiratory syncytial virus vaccinations will be
available without charge to people 75 and older to ensure protection from the common and potentially
deadly pathogen. [...] "Aged care residents and older First Nations people are particularly vulnerable to
this common respiratory illness," Health Minister Mark Butler said.

Also reported by: Canberra Times (Online), Perth Now (Online), The Senior (Online) and syndicated widely
online

  Read More

We need cash cure
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 19/04/2026, Kylie Lang, Page 1

Australia's most revered medical researchers are crying out for funding to cure deadly diseases while
taxpayers fork out more than $1bn for frivolous studies like determining the optimal length of workplace
naps and gender bias in modern productions of Ancient Greek tragedies. [...] Prof Fraser, Prof Trent
Munro (director of biotechnology innovation at UQ) and Emeritus Prof Paul Young (UQ's school of
chemistry and molecular biosciences) wrote an open letter to Health Minister Mark Butler, NDIS
Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae.

Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph (Sydney), Sunday Mail Adelaide (Adelaide), The Courier Mail (Online),
Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Herald Sun (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), The Mercury (Online), Northern
Territory News (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More
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Get research priorities right
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Editorials, 19/04/2026, Page 62

Is determining the optimal length for a nap in your workplace really on par with finding a cure for
cancer? [...] Australia's leading scientists have written an open letter to federal Health Minister Mark
Butler, NDIS Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae asking for a shift in priorities.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Battling to keep a blowout
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 19/04/2026, Julie Cross, Page 71

Over-diagnosing of autism is behind the multibillion-dollar blowout of the National Disability Insurance
Scheme, according to some experts, with more than 42 per cent of participants on the $50bn plus
scheme now diagnosed with the condition. [...] She said Health Minister Mark Butler's aim to slow the
growth of the NDIS to 5 to 6 per cent a year was not enough. [...] A spokesman for NDIS Minister
Jenny McAllister said the government was determined to make sure it's a program that's secure for the
future.

  Read Plain Text   Read More
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MINISTER MCALLISTER

We need cash cure
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 19/04/2026, Kylie Lang, Page 1

Australia's most revered medical researchers are crying out for funding to cure deadly diseases while
taxpayers fork out more than $1bn for frivolous studies like determining the optimal length of workplace
naps and gender bias in modern productions of Ancient Greek tragedies. [...] Prof Fraser, Prof Trent
Munro (director of biotechnology innovation at UQ) and Emeritus Prof Paul Young (UQ's school of
chemistry and molecular biosciences) wrote an open letter to Health Minister Mark Butler, NDIS
Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae.

Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph (Sydney), Sunday Mail Adelaide (Adelaide), The Courier Mail (Online),
Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Herald Sun (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), The Mercury (Online), Northern
Territory News (Online)
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Get research priorities right
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Editorials, 19/04/2026, Page 62

Is determining the optimal length for a nap in your workplace really on par with finding a cure for
cancer? [...] Australia's leading scientists have written an open letter to federal Health Minister Mark
Butler, NDIS Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae asking for a shift in priorities.
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Battling to keep a blowout
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 19/04/2026, Julie Cross, Page 71

Over-diagnosing of autism is behind the multibillion-dollar blowout of the National Disability Insurance
Scheme, according to some experts, with more than 42 per cent of participants on the $50bn plus
scheme now diagnosed with the condition. [...] She said Health Minister Mark Butler's aim to slow the
growth of the NDIS to 5 to 6 per cent a year was not enough. [...] A spokesman for NDIS Minister
Jenny McAllister said the government was determined to make sure it's a program that's secure for the
future.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Hiding a broken system
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 19/04/2026, Julie Cross, Page 33

People with autism on the National Disability Insurance Scheme which is under intense scrutiny ahead
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of the May budget say they are being made scapegoats for a poorly designed, poorly run system. [...] A
spokesman for NDIS Minister Jenny McAllister said the government was determined to make sure it's a
program that's secure for the future.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Adelaide (Adelaide), Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart)
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MINISTER RAE

We need cash cure
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 19/04/2026, Kylie Lang, Page 1

Australia's most revered medical researchers are crying out for funding to cure deadly diseases while
taxpayers fork out more than $1bn for frivolous studies like determining the optimal length of workplace
naps and gender bias in modern productions of Ancient Greek tragedies. [...] Prof Fraser, Prof Trent
Munro (director of biotechnology innovation at UQ) and Emeritus Prof Paul Young (UQ's school of
chemistry and molecular biosciences) wrote an open letter to Health Minister Mark Butler, NDIS
Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae.

Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph (Sydney), Sunday Mail Adelaide (Adelaide), The Courier Mail (Online),
Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), Herald Sun (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), The Mercury (Online), Northern
Territory News (Online)
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Get research priorities right
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Editorials, 19/04/2026, Page 62

Is determining the optimal length for a nap in your workplace really on par with finding a cure for
cancer? [...] Australia's leading scientists have written an open letter to federal Health Minister Mark
Butler, NDIS Minister Jenny McAllister and Aged Care Minister Sam Rae asking for a shift in priorities.
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ASSISTANT MINISTER MCBRIDE

No relevant coverage
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SPECIAL ENVOY REPACHOLI

No afterthought: Men's health at the fore
Bellarine Times, Other, 19/04/2026, Tahlia Sinclair

Men's health has been the talk of the region as the first special envoy wraps up a Corangamite tour.
Federal politician Dan Repacholi was appointed Australia's first Special Envoy for Men's Health in 2025
and is not afraid to have the big discussions. Repacholi visited the St Leonards Mental Health Group,
Strong Dads, Shaka Project, Complete Health Geelong and Power in You Project this week over a two-
day tour.

Also reported by: Geelong Times (Online), Surf Coast Times (Online)
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DEPARTMENT

Going to vape lengths
Sunday Times, General News, 19/04/2026, Claire Sadler, Page 3

Advertisements warning youngsters about the dangers of vaping do little to deter them from the
addictive habit, new research has shown. The Department of Health recently launched its Why Are We
Still Doing This? campaign that warns of the symptoms of using e-cigarettes, including shortness of
breath and its impact on the lungs.

Also reported by: West Australian (Online)
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DISABILITY AND CARERS

Cleaning out waste in NDIS
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 19/04/2026, Julie Cross, Page 34

The $50bn-a-year National Disability Insurance Scheme is gearing up to be the centrepiece of cost
savings in the budget, leaving participants and their families on tenterhooks over where the guillotine
will fall. Prime Minister Anthony Albanese is warning the scheme must undergo drastic action to remain
sustainable, saying the program is being "undermined if four out of 10 kids in a class are on the NDIS".

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Mail Adelaide
(Adelaide), Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin), Daily Telegraph Australia (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

'He's only getting $20k a year now'
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 19/04/2026, Julie Cross, Page 34

Finley Healey's parents believe their little boy's NDIS funding was cut because he has autism as his
primary diagnosis. One in 10 children aged five to seven are on the $50bn a year scheme, with the
majority diagnosed with "mild or moderate" autism.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Mail Adelaide
(Adelaide), Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

ASD kids 'targeted'
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 19/04/2026, Julie Cross, Page 31

People with autism on the National Disability Insurance Scheme say they are being made scapegoats
for a poorly designed, poorly run system. More than 42 per cent of participants have autism as their
primary disability, drawing the ire of politicians and mental health professionals who claim there has
been an overmedicalising of "the normal range of neurodiversity".
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PRIMARY CARE

Pharmacists flip script on waiting times
Sunday Territorian, General News, 19/04/2026, Peter Hatswell, Page 16

Up to one quarter of Territorians are waiting more than three weeks to see a GP, and 46 per cent say
this delay is unacceptable. Delayed healthcare doesn't just inconvenience people it leads to worsening
illness, overcrowded emergency departments and poorer health outcomes, particularly in regional and
remote communities.
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POPULATION HEALTH

They see women killed by violence – this is what they want you to know
Sunday Age, General News, 19/04/2026, Wendy Tuohy, Page 19

Joanna Glengarry has performed 5000 autopsies on people who died in hundreds of ways. She
describes forensic pathologists as a robust bunch, yet some of these deaths stay with her. [...] The
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare's most recent national survey on attitudes towards violence
against women found 23 per cent of respondents agreed ''that much of what is called domestic
violence is a normal reaction to day-to-day stress and frustration''.

Also reported by: Sydney Morning Herald (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Surge in CBD rough sleepers
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 19/04/2026, Gerald Lynch, Page 25

The number of young people sleeping rough in the CBD has soared in the past three months, data
from a leading homelessness service provider reveals, with many being turned away from support due
to overwhelming demand. [...] Data from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare also reveals
14,261 young people aged 15-24 came to Victorian homelessness services seeking medium to long-
term accommodation last year, with 9102 turned away without the accommodation they needed.

Also reported by: Daily Telegraph Australia (Online), The Courier Mail (Online), Adelaide Now (Online), The
Mercury (Online), Northern Territory News (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Calls for more awareness of functional neurological disorder to reduce
diagnosis delays
ABC Online, Other, 18/04/2026, Isabel Pratt

For 15 years, Stephanie Russel-Farnham had seizures, weakness in her limbs and sharp stabbing
pains without knowing what the cause was. It was only in the past five years that she learned she has
functional neurological disorder (FND), a condition where signals between the brain and different parts
of the body are disrupted. [...] An estimated 21,500 Australians lived with FND in 2024, according to the
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.

  Read More

Thousands of women suffer from this life-changing condition. It's a
"blind spot" in Australian medicine.
Mamamia, Other, 18/04/2026, Gabrielle Oehlmann

Picture this: Every month, like clockwork, a dark cloud settles over you. Your brain is foggy, your mind
is racing, and your memory? Shot.

  Read More

Health in a blind spot
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 19/04/2026, Page 24
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Australians are becoming overconfident about their health, with a survey revealing a gap between
perception and health outcomes. In Healthylife's National Confidence Survey, surveyed Australians
gave an overall health confidence score of 75 out of 100.
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CHRONIC CONDITIONS AND SCREENING

Paternal test that can save daughters
Sun Herald, General News, 19/04/2026, Kate Aubusson, Page 1

Ross Lamb vaguely recalls something about a famous actor, a gene mutation and breast cancer. But
the 62-year-old had no inkling that Angelina Jolie's double mastectomy had anything to do with his
prostate cancer. Until he phoned his aunt.

Also reported by: Sunday Age (Melbourne)
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MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE PREVENTION

'Let anxious kids face their fears'
Sun Herald, General News, 19/04/2026, Emily Kowal, Page 1

School leaders are witnessing rising childhood anxiety. The average age for first diagnosis has fallen to
11 years old, according to the National Mental Health Commission, and a survey of 700 primary school
principals found 81 per cent thought children's anxiety was a significant issue within their schools.

Also reported by: Sunday Age (Melbourne)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Early school action key to mental health
Sun Herald, Editorials, 19/04/2026, Page 30

For the past two decades, mental health experts have observed a concerning trend. The wellbeing of
Australia's young people and those in similar countries around the world is declining.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

DV fuels crisis of women's suicides
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 19/04/2026, Shayla Bulloch, Page 21

Up to half of all women who take their own lives have been impacted by domestic violence, shocking
new research reveals. Australia's National Research Organisation for Women's Safety (ANROWS) also
found children who grew up around violence are more likely to self-harm, while domestic violence
offenders are using threats of suicide as a tactic of coercive control.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Pressure grows on Blues to explain why Hollands played
Sunday Age, Sport, 19/04/2026, Jon Pierik, Page 44

The AFL has ordered Carlton to submit the outcome of their investigation into why Elijah Hollands was
allowed to play on a night he had a ''mental health episode'', as it emerged senior AFL executive Laura
Kane would play a key role in the case. The Blues are under mounting pressure to justify the way they
handled Hollands in Thursday night's clash against Collingwood at the MCG.

Similar coverage: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Canberra Times (Canberra)
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HEALTH ECONOMICS & RESEARCH

Nation's real tragedy
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 19/04/2026, Kylie Lang, Page 5

Taxpayers are forking out more than $1bn for obscure academic projects such as determining the
optimal length of workplace naps and gender bias in modern productions of Ancient Greek tragedies as
lifesaving Australian medical research goes underfunded. The alarming funding disparity comes as
medical experts claim people are dying because of skewed government priorities.

Also reported by: Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart)
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PUBLIC HOSPITAL AND HEALTH REFORM

Hospital ousts doctors
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 19/04/2026, Elizabeth Henson and Brad Crouch, Page 5

Angaston District Hospital has cut ties with two emergency department locum doctors after concerns
were raised about patient care, SA Health has confirmed. Their departure has left the hospital without
on-site doctors in the emergency department three days a week from 8am on Tuesdays until 8am on
Fridays.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Ramsay accepts findings
Sunday Times, General News, 19/04/2026, Hannah Cross, Page 9

Ramsay Health Care has accepted responsibility for the death of a toddler at its Joondalup Health
Campus emergency department more than two years ago after a coronial inquest found it was
preventable. Sandipan Dhar died on March 24, 2024, from complications of acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia, which went undiagnosed despite five visits to a Clarkson GP clinic and two visits to the
Ramsay-operated emergency department.

Also reported by: West Australian (Online), Similar coverage: WA Today (Online)
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I was made to wait so long I'm going to die
Sunday Times, General News, 19/04/2026, John Flint, Page 25

Michael Lannigan had to wait eight months for a colonoscopy after getting a referral from his GP only
for it to be too late. The father of four, now 47, complained over and over again his symptoms were
getting worse.
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HEALTH WORKFORCE

Skin docs are rashed off feet
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 19/04/2026, Rebecca Whitfield-Baker, Page 29

Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancers in the world but it's getting harder and harder to
see a specialist, experts warn. And nowhere is the shortage more acute than South Australia which
has fewer dermatologists than any other mainland state, including Western Australia and Queensland.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Adelaide Now (Online)

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Itching for more care
Sunday Mail Adelaide, Editorials, 19/04/2026, Page 57

Statistics show two in three Australians will be diagnosed with skin cancer during their lifetime.
Concerningly, figures also show that there is a shortage of dermatologists at a time when the demand
for them is surging because of rising rates of skin cancer and chronic skin disease.

  Read Plain Text   Read More

Back to Top

 

TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT AND ACCESS

No relevant coverage

Back to Top

 

MEDICARE BENEFITS AND DIGITAL HEALTH

Alarm bells ring over use of Dr AI
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 19/04/2026, Page 18

Half the answers to medical questions given by artificial intelligence are "somewhat" or "highly"
problematic after prompts to pick up on vulnerabilities, scientists have suggested. Research, published
in the BMJ Open, involved testing five leading generative AI chatbots with open and closed questions
about cancer, vaccines, stem cells, nutrition and athletic performance.
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THERAPEUTIC GOODS ADMINISTRATION

Peptide promises
Sun Herald, General News, 19/04/2026, Kishor Napier-Raman, Page 25

Last month, Max Marchione, the 25-year-old Australian founder of $300 million San Francisco health
technology start-up Superpower squared off in a live YouTube debate with Martin Shkreli, the notorious
''pharma bro'' who spent five years in prison for securities fraud. [...] Generally speaking, most of these
products are not approved by the Therapeutic Goods Administration.
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Pharmacists will soon be able to prescribe the pill, but doctors are
concerned
Illawarra Mercury, Other, 18/04/2026, Natalie Croxon

Illawarra doctors are concerned that reform allowing pharmacists to prescribe the oral contraceptive pill
could risk women's health, but the NSW government and pharmacists say it will make healthcare more
accessible. [...] The Illawarra doctors were also concerned that the reform was not evidence-based,
citing a 2021 Therapeutic Goods Administration decision to not allow pharmacists to prescribe the pill.
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