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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

o The Sunday Telegraph (page 1) reports that 35 per cent of eligible Australians are registered
as organ and tissue donors, down from 36 per cent last year, while 2000 Australians await
transplants. News Corp outlets are campaigning for states and territories to join South Australia
in adding donor registration to driver's licence applications. Also reported by: Sunday
Telegraph, Sunday Mail Adelaide, Sunday Territorian, Sunday Times

e The Sunday Canberra Times (page 1) reports that a shortage of ACT ambulance staff is
causing frequent station closures and pushing paramedics to work dangerously long shifts.

e The Sun Herald (page 2) reports that staff at three NSW hospitals raised safety concerns over
pigeon infestations, with patients at one facility being treated for bird lice.

« The Sunday Mail Adelaide (page 3) reports that employees of medical research charity The
Hospital Research Foundation Group have made serious bullying allegations against a senior
figure.

e The Sunday Tasmanian (page 4) reports that construction of Royal Hobart Hospital's
expanded emergency department at will begin in "coming weeks", the state government says.

e« The Sunday Tasmanian (page 4) reports that the Greens have denounced a state government
plan to release daily health system updates, announced on Friday, as "meaningless".
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o The Sunday Herald Sun (page 5) reports that students at a small school in Gippsland have
had to rely on bottled water for months after E. coli was found in tank water.

o The Sunday Territorian (page 6) reports that an operator has been selected for the Northern
Territory's ninth Medicare Urgent Care Clinic, soon to open in the Darwin suburb of Eaton. "The
Albanese government is getting on with the job of delivering more Medicare Urgent Care Clinics
for people in the Northern Territory," Minister for Health Mark Butler said.

e The Sunday Tasmanian (page 8) reports that AMA Tasmania has rejected a state Health
Department proposal to relocate a youth mental health facility in New Town to an office building
in central Hobart.

e« The Sunday Age (page 9) reports that the Department of Health has found there is insufficient
evidence to continue private health insurance rebates for spinal cord stimulators, with a final
decision to come later this year.

MINISTER BUTLER

New clinic just months away
Sunday Territorian, General News, 01/03/2026, Lottie Hood, Page 5

The operator for the Top End's newest Medicare Urgent Care Clinic has been selected and is expected
to open in the next few months. [...] Health Minister Mark Butler said the newest clinic would join an
existing network of eight urgent care clinics across the Northern Territory.

Read Plain Text Read More

Costly immunotherapy cancer drugs make the benefits scheme
Sunday Times, General News, 01/03/2026, John Flint, Page 20

More than 5000 Australian cancer sufferers can now get cheap access to lifesaving drugs that
previously cost some patients more than $100,000 per course. [...] "This will mean Australian patients
can get the treatment they need faster and at an affordable price," Minister for Health and Ageing Mark
Butler said.

Also reported by: West Australian (Online), The Nightly (Online), Countryman (Online) and syndicated across
Seven West Media websites

Read Plain Text Read More

‘Game changer’
Nursing Review, General News, 01/03/2026, Stefanie Schultz, Page 18

St Vincent's Health Australia has announced it will deliver half of all its services online or directly within
patients’ homes by 2030. [...] Federal Minister for Health and Ageing Mark Butler said the government
is committed to delivering accessible mental health care for everyone.

Read Plain Text Read More
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ASSISTANT MINISTER WHITE

All talk? Yay, that's how you save a life

Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 01/03/2026, Rebecca White MP, Page 68

There are conversations we put off because they feel too hard. We tell ourselves there will be time.
Time to talk about our wishes. Time to explain what matters to us. Time to have the practical
conversations that sit uncomfortably alongside everyday life. But recently, | was reminded that time is
not something any of us can take for granted.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane),
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DEPARTMENT

Subsidies cut on controversial spinal implants that ‘don’t work'

Sunday Age, General News, 01/03/2026, Liam Mannix, Page 9

Private health insurance rebates for spinal cord stimulators are set to go under the knife after the
federal Health Department found there was not enough evidence to support use of the expensive,
controversial devices. The proposed changes would cut the subsidy by up to $6182 for the devices,
and by $6450 for the electrical leads that wire them into the spine.

Read Plain Text Read More
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AGEING AND AGED CARE

Hell hath no fury like a Minister scorned

The Weekly Source, Other, 28/02/2026, lan Horswill

After a verbal stoush over Victoria's retirement village reforms, Minister for Consumer Affairs Nick
Staikos has found time to "bully" Retirement Living Council Executive Director Daniel Gannon. The
Minister had spoken at the Property Council Retirement Village Outlook event in Melbourne on
Tuesday (24 February) and discussed the new Retirement Village Act coming into force on 1 May this
year.

Read More
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Channel 9, A Current Affair (Weekend), 28/02/2026, Deborah Knight

Like most 20-year-olds, Billy is keen to get his driver's licence. And because of his disability, Billy's had
to work harder than most to get to the point where he's ready to take the test. But a decision by the
NDIS stopped him in his tracks.

Continues: Channel 9 (Sydney), Channel 9 (Sydney), Channel 9 (Sydney)
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POPULATION HEALTH

Lice, mould and fatal spores spur tough questions

Sun Herald, Editorials, 01/03/2026, Page 26

Pigeon infestations, mould problems and fungus outbreaks: the notes read like the correspondence
between a tenant and a terrible landlord. But these are reports of conditions within some of the state's
major public hospitals. [...] The latest data from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare shows
553 staph infections were reported in patients of NSW public hospitals in 2024-25.

Read Plain Text Read More

RHH revamp starts amid surging demand
Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 01/03/2026, Rob Inglis, Page 4

Construction of the expanded emergency department at the Royal Hobart Hospital will soon begin, as
the current facility struggles to keep up with surging demand and annual patient presentations exceed
capacity by more than 30,000. [...] Tasmania has the worst emergency department wait times in the
country, AIHW figures show, with just 46 per cent of patients seen within a clinically recommended time
frame in 2024-25, compared to 67 per cent nationally.

Read Plain Text Read More

Greens slam health data move
Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 01/03/2026, Elise Kaine, Page 4

The Greens have called the move to daily health updates "meaningless” while the government says
the new system provides a "near real-time view" of health system reporting. [...] Ms Archer said the
daily reporting would complement other routine reporting, such as reports from the Australian Institute
of Health and Welfare and the annual Report on Government Services.

Also reported by: The Mercury (Online)

Read Plain Text Read More

‘Long-term thinking'
Nursing Review, General News, 01/03/2026, Angela Jackson, Page 20

At the start of the new year, many of us will commit to joining a gym, eating healthier or cutting back on
drinking and smoking. We do this knowing that investing in our health today will pay off into to the
future that prevention is better (and cheaper) than the cure.

Read Plain Text Read More
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CHRONIC CONDITIONS AND SCREENING

National VAD in 2026?

Nursing Review, General News, 01/03/2026, Ben White, Casey Haining, Katrine Del Villar and Madeleine
Archer, Page 24

Voluntary assisted dying is now available almost everywhere in Australia. This means eligible adults
can choose to end their lives with medical assistance. In November 2025, the Australian Capital
Territory voluntary assisted dying laws came into effect.

Read Plain Text Read More
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MENTAL HEALTH AND SUICIDE PREVENTION

Health site 'unsuitable’

Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 01/03/2026, Bridget Clarke, Page 8

The Australian Medical Association has urged the state's Health Department to reconsider a proposal
to close a New Town youth mental health facility and relocate its services to a CBD site, which it says is
unsuitable for delivering adequate patient care. Clare House in New Town provides child and
adolescent mental health services and employs about 25 staff members, according to the AMA.

Read Plain Text Read More

Hospital vows ‘full and thorough' investigation into ‘red flags' before
Hailee Hildebrandt's suicide

West Australian, Other, 28/02/2026, Jessica Page

A mystery code black has added to a grieving mother's questions over her daughter's suicide in Kings
Park, only two hours after she left Fiona Stanley Hospital, while still an inpatient. A code black is
declared when there is a 'personal safety threat', but it's unclear why one was called inside the youth
mental health ward on January 13.

Read More
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IMMUNISATION

Why the ‘canary in the coalmine' of infectious diseases is on the rise in
Australia

NEWS.com.au, Other, 28/02/2026, Natalie Brown

One of the world's most contagious diseases — capable of infecting as many as 18 people from a
single case — is on the rise again, a decade after it was wiped out in Australia. As childhood
vaccination rates fall — fuelled by disinformation on social media, including false claims originating
from the United States — measles has made a troubling comeback Down Under.

Read More

'Viruses don't know borders': US anti-vaccine rhetoric could impact
global measles crisis
The Guardian, Other, 01/03/2026, Hannah Harris Green

The US government has amplified anti-vaccine rhetoric and signaled that it does not consider measles
to be a priority, which could have global ramifications as countries around the world have lost or are on
the brink of losing measles elimination status. The World Health Organization announced in late
January that six European countries: the United Kingdom, Spain, Austria, Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Uzbekistan had all officially lost their measles elimination status, which means the virus has been
circulating continuously in those countries for more than 12 months.

Read More
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HEALTH SYSTEMS STRATEGIES

Fix can save 200 lives
Sunday Telegraph, General News, 01/03/2026, Kristy Symonds, Isabella Pesch and Jackie Sinnerton, Page 1

More than 2000 anxious Australians are languishing on the waitlist for a lifesaving organ transplant,
this year 50 of them will die waiting but shocking new data reveals the number of registered donors is
going backwards. DonateLife statistics to be released today show the number of eligible Australians
over the age of 16 who are registered as organ and tissue donors has fallen to 35 per cent of the
population down from 36 per cent the year before.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Tasmanian
(Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)
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Mali: Take licence to save lives

Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 01/03/2026, Kristy Symonds, Page 25

Peter Malinauskas has issued an urgent call to arms to every state leader around the country to
reinstate registration for organ donation on driver's-licence applications as more than 2000 Australians
languish the waiting list for a lifesaving transplant. About 50 people will die waiting for an organ and
shock new data out on Sunday reveals the national registration rate is going backwards.

Read Plain Text Read More

A second chance at life
Sunday Territorian, General News, 01/03/2026, Lottie Hood, Page 1

Midway through a five-hour dialysis session, Territorian teacher Chris Blackham-Davison got the call: a
kidney was found. His story anchors this masthead's Count Me In campaign to add a donor question to
driver's licence applications across Australia.

Read Plain Text Read More

Just 2pc: The odds of organ donation

Sunday Telegraph, General News, 01/03/2026, Jackie Sinnerton and Kristy Symonds, Page 13

Just 2 per cent of the 187,000 Australians who died last year were able to be considered to become
organ donors. The Sunday Telegraph can reveal 89,000 deaths occurred in hospital and, of those, just
1670 people died in the "unique circumstances" required for organ donation to be considered.

Also reported by: Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Mail Adelaide
(Adelaide), Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)

Read Plain Text Read More

The long wait on timeout for a new ticker
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 01/03/2026, Emily Dann, Page 13

For Kayne Brewster, 43, life is one long waiting game. Born with a rare heart condition, the father of
two has undergone countless blood tests, hospital visits and surgeries.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)

Read Plain Text Read More

Selfless donor's gift of a lifetime
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 01/03/2026, Jackie Sinnerton, Page 6

Organ donation works and it works beautifully. At just nine years old, Brisbane boy Arlo Charlton had
little hope of a future. That's until a generous organ donor helped turn a very sick little boy into a lively,
funny kid within a matter of weeks.

Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph (Sydney), Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)
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Her heart gave up, but she didn't
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 01/03/2026, Isabella Pesch, Page 6

A Brisbane woman says waiting for the lifesaving phone call to say she will get a new heart constantly
plays on her mind. Taiya Duncker, 36, was born with a rare congenital heart condition known as
tricuspid atresia, meaning the muscle on the right side of her heart was dead.

Also reported by: Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)

Read Plain Text Read More

Stranger gave me room to breathe
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 01/03/2026, Jackie Sinnerton, Page 8

Caz Boyd decided she would never have children too scared she wouldn't live long enough to raise
them. But in a breathtaking twist, she not only received lifesaving lungs but became godmother to the
child her donor was carrying when she died.

Also reported by: Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart)

Read Plain Text Read More

The best offload of my life

Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 01/03/2026, Isabella Pesch, Page 9

Decorated Penrith Panthers coach Ivan Cleary has labelled reinstating the "tick the box" organ
donation option through driver's licences a "no-brainer". The four-time NRL premiership-winning coach
said he felt "super fortunate" to have donated his kidney to his brother, Ash Cleary, in 2017.

Also reported by: Sunday Tasmanian (Hobart), Sunday Telegraph (Sydney),

Read Plain Text Read More

Grandma grateful for donor family
Sunday Tasmanian, General News, 01/03/2026, Amber Wilson, Page 6

Bev Emanuel first realised something was very wrong when she couldn't even go to the shops
anymore. The Tasmanian grandmother's lungs were failing her.

Also reported by: Sunday Mail Brisbane (Brisbane), Sunday Territorian (Darwin)

Read Plain Text Read More

Your licence to save lives

Sunday Herald Sun, Editorials, 01/03/2026, Page 64

Thousands of Australians have a lifesaving power to offer others. And all it requires is their consent to
use it, and making your intentions clear to loved ones. Repeated surveys have shown the
overwhelming majority of Australians support organ donation but not enough people are taking the
steps to formalise their consent.

Read Plain Text Read More

Put your heart into organ push

Sunday Mail Brisbane, Editorials, 01/03/2026, Page 66

There is no greater gift we can offer our fellow humans than life itself. And the opportunity to give such
a gift is remarkably straightforward. But, inexplicably, governments across the nation have not
implemented a policy that could save thousands of lives as more than 2000 anxious Australians
languish on a waiting list for a lifesaving organ transplant.

Read Plain Text Read More

Time for nation to follow SA and Count Me In
Sunday Mail Adelaide, Editorials, 01/03/2026, Page 57

The good hearts of South Australians are leading the nation in the lifesaving gift of organ donation.
South Australia's simple and easy system of using driver's licences to confirm a person wants to be an
organ donor must be taken up by other states and territories.

Read Plain Text Read More
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Give the gift

Sunday Territorian, Editorials, 01/03/2026, Page 52

Some decisions feel big. Organ donation sounds like one of them — confronting, emotional and
something people assume they will think about later. But the reality is far simpler. Right now, more than
2000 Australians are waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant. For about 50 people each year, that call
never comes.

Read Plain Text Read More

Giving the gift of life

Sunday Times, General News, 01/03/2026, Claire Sadler, Page 30

More than 17,000 West Australians signed up to be an organ donor last year after registrations were
reinstated onto drivers licence and vehicle renewal forms. Organ donation registrations in 2025 surged
by 25 per cent compared to the previous year with 17,564 West Australians signing up compared to
14,045 in 2024.

Read Plain Text Read More
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Bullying claims grip top charity
Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 01/03/2026, Erin Jones, Page 3

A prominent charity that funds life-changing medical research is embroiled in controversy as staff
allege bullying behaviour by a senior figure. A group of "current and former" employees of The Hospital
Research Foundation Group wrote to the board in January claiming the person behaved badly.

Read Plain Text Read More
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Patients catch bird lice as pigeons infest NSW hospital
Sun Herald, General News, 01/03/2026, Angus Thomson, Page 2

Health workers have raised patient safety concerns over pigeon infestations at three NSW hospitals
that have left excrement dripping from ceiling vents, dead smells in corridors, and patients and staff
seeking treatment after catching bird lice. Maintenance teams at Tamworth, Wollongong and Royal
Prince Alfred hospitals have been alerted to pigeon problems in the past three months, documents
released to parliament last week reveal.

Read Plain Text Read More

Ambos pushed to the brink

Sunday Canberra Times, General News, 01/03/2026, Jasper Lindell, Page 1

Staff shortages have forced multiple closures across the ACT's ambulance stations, leaving patients
waiting longer while paramedics work "dangerous" 16-hour shifts. Hundreds of pages of documents
released under freedom-of-information laws have detailed an emergency service that is "beyond
exhausted".

Read Plain Text Read More
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NT Government faces $3.3 million bill for Royal Darwin Hospital
Cyclone Fina damage
Northern Territory News, Other, 28/02/2026, Lottie Hood

Cyclone Fina's visit to Royal Darwin Hospital last year shattered ceilings, confidence in the ageing
facility and now it seems the NT Government's bank as the cost of the emergency repairs has been
revealed. A leaked photo of bricks showering down into a waiting area on the first floor of the Darwin
hospital at the height of Tropical Cyclone Fina caused alarm to spike last November.

Read More

Doctor claims 'eleventh hour' condition on state election promise could
tank Launceston hospital plans

ABC Online, Other, 28/02/2026, Emily JB Smith

Tasmanian doctors fear an "eleventh-hour condition” on a state election promise will scuttle plans for a
new hospital, amid escalating concern about health facilities in the north. In the lead-up to the 2024
state election, both major parties pledged to help the Launceston Health Hub build a new public-private
hospital, with the Liberals committing $35 million for a 50 per cent stake.
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MEDICARE BENEFITS AND DIGITAL HEALTH

'Al health advice?"
Nursing Review, General News, 01/03/2026, Julie Ayre, Adam Dunn and Kirsten McCaffery, Page 29

Many of us already use generative artificial intelligence (Al) tools such as ChatGPT for health advice.
They give quick, confident and personalised answers, and the experience can feel more private than
speaking to a human.

Read Plain Text Read More
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Cheaper, easier and less taboo: Why more gen Zs are getting cosmetic
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injectables such as botox
ABC Online, Other, 28/02/2026, Shalailah Medhora

A surge in younger people seeking out cosmetic injectables such as botox and filler is because of
falling costs, pressure to have the "perfect face" on a video call and an increased openness by
celebrities to discuss procedures, according to practitioners and a researcher. [...] Figures provided to
triple j hack by the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency, or AHPRA, show cosmetic
injectables make up a small proportion of overall complaints, with 25 complaints against nurses or
doctors in the industry recorded in the four months between September and December last year.

Read More
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Students hitting the bottle
Sunday Herald Sun, General News, 01/03/2026, Amelia Swan, Page 5

Students at a rural primary school have been without running drinking water for months after their only
water supply was contaminated with E.coli. Lardner and District Primary School has been relying on
bottled water since the bacteria was found in their water tanks during term 4 last year.

Read Plain Text Read More

Measles spreading undetected in Sydney, NSW Health warns
NEWS.com.au, Other, 28/02/2026, Hannah Moore

Sydneysiders have been warned to be on high alert after a person with no known exposure to the
measles was confirmed to be carrying the disease. NSW Health issued a warning on Saturday,
advising those in South Western Sydney to be on alert for symptoms of the highly contagious disease
following the confirmed case.

Similar coverage: 9News (Online),

Read More

Measles exposure sites revealed across Cairns after single case
confirmed
Cairns Post, Other, 28/02/2026, Rosalee Chapman

Local health authorities have issued a public health warning for several Cairns suburbs after identifying
potential exposure sites for a highly infectious disease. Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health
Service issued a public health alert on Saturday, February 28, after confirming a person with measles
visited several locations across Cairns while infectious.

Read More
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Slip, slop, slap in the face for mums
Sunday Mail Brisbane, General News, 01/03/2026, Jackie Sinnerton, Page 23

The Australian regulator of sunscreens has been slammed for keeping quiet on concerns over the
safety of chemical sunscreens for pregnant women and small children. Insider Therapeutic Goods
Administration emails, obtained under the Freedom of Information Act, reveal there is insufficient data
to establish a safe dose of 4-methylbenzylidene camphor (4-MBC) for vulnerable people, such as
pregnant women and young children.

Also reported by: The Courier Mail (Online),
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Sunday Mail Adelaide, General News, 01/03/2026, Ashleigh Gleeson, Page 29

Dietitians say people should be wary of 'healthy' soft drinks that are marketed as as doing everything
from boosting our memory to helping us feel calm or focused. [...] The drinks don't fall under the remit
of the vitamins watchdog, the Therapeutic Goods Administration or Food Standards Australia New
Zealand, which said it had not assessed such beverages, leaving it up to state agencies.

Also reported by: Sunday Telegraph (Sydney), Sunday Herald Sun (Melbourne), Sunday Mail Brisbane
(Brisbane), Adelaide Now (Online)
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